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The Catholic Church has been continuing its mission of 
evangelization for the last two thousand years sincerely 
accepting the call of Jesus Christ to go all over the world and 
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preach the good news to all creations. Every Christian, through 
baptism, has come under this calling to be a true evangelizer in 
harmony with the Holy Catholic Church which is missionary in 
nature. 

The Second Vatican Council reminds us about the 
importance of the role of laymen in the act of evangelization. In 
this context I have the pleasure to introduce Shri. Jose 
Nadackal’s Vachanaprabha Series - I firmly believe that 
Vachanaprabha series which contains 20 episodes will be 
helpful to all of you, to a greater extent, in experiencing the 
depth of spiritual living. I am very glad to know that a website 
www. vachanaprabha.org has also been started with the aim of 
bringing these series available at your finger tips. 

The first episode 'NOMBARAM' which deals with the 
values of Christian sufferings has already been published. The 
second episode of this series 'AGAPE' is before you and I wish 
you all my best to experience God’s true love. It is humane to 
doubt God’s love when we are in the whirlpool of sufferings and 
pain. The more we grow rich and luxurious the more we are 
tempted to forget God. Christian faith urges us to realize that 
every bit of life’s experience leads us towards God’s love. God 
can never forget us. This is the reason, He sent His son to this 
earth to be the ransom for us, the sinners.  We recognize the face 
of God which reflects mercy and love through Jesus Christ. We 
see the zenith of his love in the altar of Calvary. Therefore, we 
have no reason to be disappointed, no right to doubt His love 
and nothing to wail about. Because we have witnessed and 
experienced the love of God in Jesus Christ while he suffered on 
those three nails.  
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 God may bless you all the readers/listeners of this episode 
'AGAPE' and I wish Shri. Jose Nadackal God’s blessings in all 
his endeavors in this regard.  

                                                    May God bless all of you. 
 
 
 

My Special Gratitude 

 

My Sincere thanks to Mar. Paul Chittilappilly who is 
celebrating the golden jubilee of his ordination. I also extend my 
hearty congratulations and best wishes on this special occasion. 
I have no words to express my gratitude for your invaluable 
blessing message...! 

           

            Dedication 
 

‘To the Diocese of Thamarassery which is celebrating its               
Silver Jubilee.' 

CONTENT  
 

 

Part - I:  Who is God?  
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AGAPE 

 

Preface  
My brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, I am very grateful 

to all of you for the generosity you have shown in your approach 
to the first episode of Vachanaprabha Series - Nombaram. I also 
praise, adore and thank god with my whole heart for He has 
made all this possible. I express my honest thanks to Rt. Rev.Dr. 
Paul Chittalapilly and Rt. Rev.Dr. Remigius Inchananiyil 
(former and present Bishops of the Diocese of Thamarassery) 
for their fatherly attitude and encouragement. I cannot forget 
Mon. Rev Thomas Nagaparambil for his sincere support in this 
effort. My Special thanks to Rev. Fr. James Kiliananickal, 
Director, Bethania Retreat Centre Pulloorampara, who spent his 
valuable time to peruse the scripts and provide guidance time to 
time. My earnest thanks to Rev. Fr. James Kuzhimattathil, 
Media Director, Diocese of Thamarassery. Rev. Fr. Ephrem 
Pottananickal, Vicar St. Joseph’s Church Pulloorampara, Rev. 
Fr. Kurian Puramadathil [former director Bethania Retreat 
Centre], Rev. fathers, sisters and all those who encourage, 
support  and remember me in their prayers. 

There are a number of people who have worked selflessly 
for starting the website and preparing CDs for Vachanaprabha. 
My whole hearted thanks to all those who have helped me in one 
way or other. Now, I present the second episode, Agape (God’s 
Love) before you. I pray to the Almighty to shower His grace 
upon all of us to be filled with the grace of Holy Spirit so that 
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we may live in His Love, and be strengthened in our faith. 

My prayerful welcome to all of you to this episode.  
"God himself will provide you with everything you need, 

according to his riches, and show you his generosity in Christ 
Jesus". (Philippians 4: 19). 

With this prayer, 
         Your brother in Jesus      

 
Joseph .N.J.  Nadackal House, Pulloorampara (p.os) 
Thiruvambady, Kozhikode (dt.)Kerala. South India.  
pin.673603. 
Phone: Resi: 04952276800. 
Mob: 0091 9745919328 
E-mail: vachanaprabha@gmail.com 
website: www. vachanaprabha.org. 

 

 

 

In this episode 'Agape', we may not be giving more 
emphasis on the question, Who is God? Rather we may try to 
understand God’s behavior or nature. Thus we shall analyze this 
through in the following four parts:- 

1. Who is God? A memoire. What is God’s Behavior ? A 
Pursuit 
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2. Salient features of God’s behavior and their meaning 

3. What is the Criteria of God’s Love? Search and 
findings 

4. Why can’t we experience and enjoy the true love of 
God? 

I am firm in my faith that at the end of this search the 
listener / reader will be graced with the power to understand 
God’s Love, live in a state of hope and experience healing. Let 
us thirst for the love of God to be poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit. I, in harmony with all the saints, pray to God for 
His grace to understand the vastness of God’s unlimited love. 
Let us listen to the word of God with prayerful hearts. 

       

Reading (1 John 4: 7 - 16) 
 "My dear friends let us love one another for love comes 

from God. Everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. 

 Those who do not love have not known God, for God is love. 
How did the love of God appear among us? God sent his 

only Son into this world that we might have life through 
him. 

 This is love: not that we loved God but that he first loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 Dear friends, if such has been the love of God, we, too, must 
love one another. 

No one has ever seen God, but if we love one another, God 
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lives in us, and his love spreads freely among us. 
 How may we know that we live in God and he in us? 

Because God has given us his Spirit. 
 We ourselves have seen and declare that the Father sent his 

Son to save the world. 
 Those who acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God, God 

remains in them and they in God. 
 We have known the love of God and have believed in it. 

God is love. The one who lives in love, lives in God and 
God in him". 

 

 

WHO IS GOD ? 

''Rightful father, the world hasn’t known you''. Let us 
analyze deeply the use of the phrase 'not known' in this sentence. 
Generally we have three sorts of knowledge; (i) wrong or false 
knowledge (ii) Partially Correct knowledge and (iii) Perfect or 
Right Knowledge. 

"One who pretends to have knowledge doesn’t know what 
he ought to know’’ (1  Corinth 8 : 2) One thing is clear that he 
who pretends to be wise is not actually wise but one who knows 
what he is supposed to know is. Bible clearly tells us what we 
are supposed to know. "The true knowledge is to know the one 
who is Holy'' (Proverbs 9: 10), the true understanding or 
perception of the Almighty is the true knowledge. If it is so, the 
wrong perception of the Almighty is the biggest false knowledge 
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in the world. We come across a master and his three servants in 
the Gospel of St. Mathew. The master distributes talents among 
those three servants before he sets out for a journey. The Third 
servant who got one talent hides the coin in the soil and returns 
it with his own justifications for his action. 

See his words: ''Lord, I know that you are a hard man. - 
You reap from where you have not sown 

- You collect from where you have not strewed 

- You take from where you have not put 

-you are ruthless and unkind - I know all these and so I 
was afraid of you”! 

The servant’s perception of his master in this parable was 
totally wrong. The master was just in all his actions. The servant 
himself was lazy and cunning. The wrong perception he 
nurtured about his master made him act like that and his false 
knowledge was the cause of fear which compelled him to hide 
the coin(Mathew 25 : 25). Today, many of us are burdened with 
the false perception of God which compels us to flee away from 
the presence of God as Adam did. False understanding creates 
negative fear in us. It takes away the peace of mind. We usually 
say, 'Now I feel easy, for I have known the truth'. Yes, the true 
knowledge provides us peace. We are restless and disturbed 
until we realize the truth and the One who is Right. Oxen and 
donkeys are better than those who pretend to be cognizant. 
"Oxen identifies its master and donkey its stable" - Isaiah 1: 3. 
The Bible tells those who pretend to know the truth,'' You have 
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not known Him'' (John 18: 55). 

Therefore, dear readers, Let us pray to the Holy Spirit to 
fill us with the true knowledge and uproot the false perceptions 
if we have been carrying them so far. Our brain can be 
compared with a rewritable CD or cassette. New recordings 
erases the former ones. May the Holy Spirit erase our false 
perceptions of God and encrypt with the true knowledge of Him. 
Jesus said, "When he comes he will teach, remind and help you 
to realize everything'' (John 10: 11). Oh! Holy Spirit, you 
enlighten us. Let us beg Him to transform our knowledge into 
true experience and abstract concepts into sound realizations. 

What is partially correct knowledge? 

We read in the letter to the (Hebrews 1: 1), "In ancient 
times God spoke to our fathers through the prophets'' "The sky 
and the Earth are my Handiworks'' (Isaiah 66: 1). It reveals that 
he is the creator. "There is nothing impossible for God'' 
(Jeremiah 32: 27). This verse tells that He is The Almighty. 
Again through prophet Jeremiah (23: 24) He reveals himself as 
one who is Omnipresent. 

If we see these revelations separately we get partial 
impressions of God. Many other instances in the Bible also give 
different and partial explanations about God. To know God like 
this is similar to the interpretations of Elephant by 4 blinds. For 
one, who touched the tail, it seemed to be a broom. For the 
Second it was a pillar for he could touch the leg only. Another 
explained it as a fan or extractor after holding the ear and the 
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fourth  one felt it as a big pipe touching its trunk. All these 
concepts were imperfect. For them, what they felt was the 
reality. Let us examine ourselves whether our experience of God 
is partial like this. Gospel says, "The true spirit will lead you to 
the perfection of truth’’ (John 16: 13). Let us shed the arrogance, 
which is the result of limited knowledge, before the Holy Spirit 
and humble ourselves to the grow in the boundless realization, 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The Real or True Knowledge 

"Rightful father, the world hasn’t known you. But I have" 
(John 17: 25). In John 1 : 18, we read that only the son has 
realized God, the father, completely. The son who is in firm 
relation with the father has revealed his father to the world. No 
one has ever seen the father. Again in Luke 10: 22, we read, "No 
one other than the father realizes the son and the son knows the 
father and also he to whom the son likes to reveal the father''. 
Let us join St. Peter to admit. "Oh! Lord, you know everything'' 
(John 21: 17). Let us pray for that revelatory insight. The 
Confirmation of Holy Spirit will teach you about everything'' 1 
John 2: 27. 

WHO IS GOD? 

In this short, section we shall try to find, who is God? In 
nutshell, He is the creator of the universe. He is Omnipotent, 
Omnipresent, Invisible, Immortal and Single. A language is 
formed by alphabets, likewise the creations reveal the creator. 
"God created the sky and the earth in the beginning" (Genesis 
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1:1). But the creator remains invisible. We use different 
perfumes. We enjoy the fragrance but we never see it. In the 
same way, God reveals his presence everywhere being invisible. 
"God has revealed His invisible nature and infinitive power 
through His creations since the beginning'' (Rom 1: 20). He is 
the creator of the Heaven, Earth and Hell. He remains invisible 
but reveals himself through his creations. He is invisible for he 
is spirit and doesn’t have a physical body. Can you see butter in 
milk, and salt in the sea water? 

This invisible God is Almighty. We see a God who asks, 
Is there anything impossible for me? If nothing is impossible, 
He is Omnipotent. He is the God who led the Israel out of 
Egypt, through Moses who had a terrible stutter, when they 
raised their moist eyes towards the sky pleading Adonai... 
Adonai... El Saddai... He was powerful enough to shield Elijah 
with mighty armory.  He filled little David with tremendous 
energy to defeat giant Goliath.  He made all powerful Egyptians 
surrender before mean grass hoppers.  He protected innocent 
Susanne from cunning judges through Daniel.  He is who saved 
Assaria, Aania and Shedrok from 60 yard high fire.  He is the 
Almighty, who chose timid Jew girl Judith to behead 
Holophernas." God has nothing impossible" Luke 1: 37. "Who 
has measured fireballs with naked hands, reduced the 
infiniteness of the Universe into yards, measured the dust of the 
earth, and weigh the mountains and hills ?" (Isaiah 40: 12-13)." 
Who can control the spirit of the Lord? Yes, He is so powerful 
that no one can control him"(Isaiah 40: 13) 
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My dear brothers, if you are oppressed, he is your savior. 
If you are the oppressor... "ME-NE, ME-NE, TE-KEL U-
PHAR-SIN’’ (Daniel 5: 26). God has weighed you and found 
your faults. Now in the coming moments, we are going to 
realize that god is powerful and the sole aim of his power and 
mercy is to lead us to repentance. 

Jesus had known his father the best and he introduced Him 
as a loving, caring and kind father. For you he may be a papa, 
daddy or any other intimate name you would like to give. "Our 
father in Heaven'' (Mathew 6: 9). In Mark 14: 36. Jesus again 
addresses him as father. ''Father, take away this bowl if possible'' 
.The 17th Chapter of St. John has several instances where Jesus 
calls God as father. 

If God is our father, undoubtedly we are his children. 
"Dear ones, we are God’s Children'' (Romans 3:16) and 1 John 
3:2. In the letter to Galatians we read "God has sent His son’s 
spirit who calls Him Abba, father'' (Gala 4: 6-7). Again I am 
God to him and he is son to me'' (Rev 21: 7). We are children of 
God the father. If so, we all are sisters and brothers irrespective 
of religion, race, cast and creed. Children of one father are the 
members of the same family. That is why Jesus taught his 
disciples, a special, prayer in which he addressed "Our father'’ 
Not “My Father'' (Mathew 6: 9). 
       If God is our father and we all are brothers, what relation 

does Jesus have with is. The prouder and the one who is being 
purified both come from the same father. Therefore he did not 
feel ashamed of in calling them brothers. (Hebrew 2: 11-12). 
Resurrected Jesus told Mary of Magdalene. "Do not cling to 
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me; you see I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them: I am ascending to my Father, 
who is your Father, to my God, who is your God."(John 20: 
17). 

Yes, God is our father, we are brothers to one another and 
Jesus is our elder brother. The difference is that we threw away 
the freedom, graces and rights of a son through the disobedience 
of our fore father Adam and became slaves of the devil. But the 
son of God retrieved us through His incarnation, private and 
public life, the passion, death and resurrection the best example 
of obedience. Thus, he saved us from the slavery of devil and 
gave us the status of foster sons giving us all the lost freedom 
and rights. The Holy Scripture says, "Sin came into the world 
through one man, and through another, the grace, truth and 
salvation'' It is true that He is the savior of mankind, the only 
and complete savior. Therefore, we are God’s retrieved children. 
If we are children we are inheritors and co-inheritors in Jesus. 
What have we inherited? 

(i) Eternal life that we received through Jesus' sacrifice. 

(ii) His free gift of Holy Spirit. 

 To conclude logically, I can be proud of and claim 
credit for the victory of my father and elder brother. Then I too 
have the right on the victory that God had over the devil through 
His son Jesus Christ. We all being daughters and sons can claim 
this right. One who owns right has got duties as well as 
domination. Therefore, we along with Jesus have dominance 
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over devil. Thus we are no more slaves but masters. We should 
have an insight into this. At one time we were slaves and dead 
due to our sins, but then the time came and when Jesus retrieved 
us and made us heirs. This real insight is the gift of Holy Spirit. 
Let us solicit through our mother Virgin Mary to shower more 
and more insight regarding God our Holy Father with the help of 
Holy Spirit. With this prayer we move to the next phase. 

Ever be the praise, glory and veneration to the Holy 
Eucharist. Amen. 

GOD IS LOVE 

Now, we come to another important part of this episode. 
In the last phase we tried to find out who is God to us. In the 
coming part we are going to analyze the nature of God. Let us 
ask the Holy Spirit to reveal us new insights and beg for the 
power to remain in them. 

 

WHAT IS GOD’S NATURE (Behavior) 

There is a prayer in the Holy Mass: 'Have Mercy on us in 
accordance with your nature'. So what is His nature? St. John, 
the most beloved disciple of Christ, after watching, hearing and 
experiencing, from Christ who was in an uninterrupted relation 
with the father, wrote in his gospel as a revelation of Holy 
Spirit; "God is Love'' (John 4 : 8-16). You read in Psalm 103:8; 
"The Lord is gentle hearted, tined, forgiving and affectionate” if 
we apply reason, a man is labeled thief not because of his deed 
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theft but first he is a thief, of so he commits that crime. Here too 
we apply the same logic. God is love, so he loves, us, not the 
other way. The core of God’s existence is love. The importance 
of this love is not because we love him but he loves us and sent 
his own son to the earth to become the blood money for us, the 
sinners. 

In truth we did not love him, he loved us. St Paul says, 
"We declare that the secret of our faith is noble'' (I Timothy 3: 
16).  Well there is no room for fear where there is love. The 
perfect love abolishes fear, the fear of punishment. "One who 
fears is not perfect in love". (1 John 4: 18). He who experiences 
the true love of God does not remain in fear and he establishes 
an intimacy with God. So the word of God asks us, "Who, in 
this world, has a God so near as our God, who is beside us 
whenever we plead him?" Dear ones, God is not an executer 
whom we must be afraid of but our savior who deserves our love 
“(Deuteronomy 4: 7). God is unique. He is love and He is rich in 
love. He is the embodiment of love. 

We must know what love is first, and then only, would be 
able to understand the true love of God which is beyond human 
intelligence. In the first year of his papacy a pontifical letter was 
released by Pope Benedict XVI on the Christmas day of 2005, 
called ‘Devus Caritas Est’ which means 'God is Love'. It 
contains two parts. In the first one he has tried to depict the 
depth of God’s love. 

Three Greek words have been used to define love, namely; 
Eros, Philae and Agape. The literary meaning of Eros is lust or 
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carnality. This quality has been given to every living thing by 
God. In animals, a hormone called 'Foramens' creates a desire 
aimed at procreation. But in human beings it is not mere lust, it 
is an urge which is to be controlled and channeled by the 
discretionary power of our values and good sense to lead a 
peaceful caring married life in which mutual understanding and 
sharing of love takes place. The pure desire or attraction towards 
the opposite sex has close relation with the sexuality in the 
context of marital obligations. True sexuality is to unite into one 
by submerging mutually with a pure desire. Here man and 
woman become one in mind, in heart, in thought and in body. 
Through this mutual experience of true love a new life is 
blossomed. 

This holy and divine gift of desire - Eros - is today being 
interpreted as mere sexuality and is being sold in the market as 
any other commodity. 

Today, Eros has lost its track and it ultimately ends in 
mere unity of two bodies. In this context, there doesn’t occur the 
unification of mind, thoughts and feelings but two bodies are 
being used by each other for physical satisfaction or selfish 
motives. This is the degradation of true Eros. Here the people 
involved in the sexual desire do have only a selfish, superficial 
and negotiated bonding. This bonding or desire causes greater 
loss at a later stage. The true Eros points out the holy love 
between couples. This word has its dignity. 
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Now what is meant by ‘Philae’? 

Generally this term is used to define the love or 
relationship between two friends. The friendship in which the 
feelings of companionship, encouragement, sharing of loss and 
gain, sorrow and happiness are................ I hope that more and 
detailed explanation is unnecessary. 

AGAPE 

My dear friends, now shall we go in depth to know what 
AGAPE the keystone of this episode is? We catch more when 
we throw our nets deeper .The original, innocent and true love is 
unconditional. 

Ebin and Tom were intimate friends. Both of them after 
passing matriculation with good marks wanted to learn drawing. 
But there was a hurdle before them. They were very poor. So 
they decided, one of them to work in a herby quarry and the 
other to study with the money his friend earns. Thus Tom started 
working in the quarry while Ebin attended drawing classes. 
Weeks and months passed very silently. Tom, while breaking 
rocks for his friend, weaved many dreams of both of them 
becoming good artists one day. In course of time he realized the 
changes he had undergone due to this hard work. After a few 
years of study, Ebin the artist came to see his friend who was 
working very hard for him. He wanted to express his gratitude 
and do the same thing for his friend. Ebin could not control his 
emotion and stop tears from dropping from the corner of his 
eyes...  
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       When he went to college Tom was very fair and 
handsome. But today he met entirely different Tom. He had 
become very dark. His body had become very tough and his 
hands very rough. Ebin told Tom "Now it’s your turn, you go to 
college and study, I shall work for you. One day you shall 
become an artist like me’’ Tom replied; "Now these rough hands 
won’t be flexible enough to hold those soft brushes. I had 
realized this truth in the initial days itself. Had I disclosed this 
fact in the beginning, you would have discontinued your studies. 
Now you have become a great artist. I am satisfied and am 
happy about it".  

Ebin did not get words to express his gratitude to his 
friend. He embraced him with wet eyes and after a pause he 
said. "I will take care of you because you have sacrificed your 
prime period of life for my achievement. I shall never forget this 
act of true friendship. These words contain the real spirit of 
unpossessive love and friendship. 

  Famous writer O. Henry depicts a touchy story in his 
book 'The gift of the Magi’. 

        Jim and Della were loving couple. They were very 
poor. One day a few days before their wedding anniversary, Jim 
reminded Della, of the importance of that most memorable day. 
They were thrilled with joy. But suddenly both of them became 
cheerless for they did not have enough money to buy gift for 
each other. Though this same feeling both of them had, they did 
not want the other to know about it and started thinking of 
drawing out a plan to procure a gift for dear life partner. Jim 
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thought of buying a comb for Della’s beautiful long hair. Della 
decided to present him a strap for his wrist watch which was 
kept in the cupboard. Still there was a question in front of them; 
where the money will come from to buy the gift? Without 
sharing of their plan Jim and Della went to market separately on 
the previous evening of their wedding anniversary. When they 
returned they had gift packets in their hands for each other. 
When they met, they could not stop the tears....! They hugged 
each other and remained embracing several minutes sobbing....! 
Jim had sold his wrist watch to buy a comb for Della’s hair 
because he thought that it was useless to keep the watch in the 
cupboard though he was very much fond of it. 

For Della, She was happy to sacrifice her beautiful hair to 
buy a gift for her beloved. So she sold her hair in the market and 
bought a strap for Jim’s wrist watch. Here, their act was the best 
example for selfless, unconditional and whole hearted love...! 

Once someone asked a man who was carrying his 
handicapped elder brother on his shoulder. Are you tired? He 
replied promptly "Never, It’s my elder brother''. When you are 
carrying your brother how can you get tired? How many of us 
do have this attitude? "Selfless love removes the tiredness on the 
other hand it encourages. Love does not seek selfishness, it 
encourages,! It tolerates everything, it overcomes everything... 
and it is eternal". (1 Corinth 13: 5) 

When we consider the human love we see that even the 
love of a mother towards her child, which we usually call as the 
most sincere love, has some selfish motive behind it.  While 
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breast feeding, she dreams of a son or daughter who would grow 
into a loving, powerful and caring son/daughter in future, who 
would take care of her in her old age. Because she passed her 
love through the breast milk. But it is totally different regarding 
animals. While feeding a calf, no cow has this kind of motives. 
It expresses its love towards the offspring selflessly. 

 Dear friends,  ‘AGAPE’ is the most appropriate word 
which defines divine love. It has the nature of sacrifice and 
renunciation. It is always ready to give even life. It is 
unconditional love. There is no bargaining, negotiation or 
argument. It is a love that overflows. Only the filled pots can 
overflow. "The greatest love you can have for your friends is to 
give your life for them". (John 15: 13)." Let us go with him and 
die". (John 11:16). The gist of these two verses is the true 
definition of Agape - The love which offers one’s life for his 
friend. Please underline the phrase 'for one’s friends' in 'Agape' -
one dedicates oneself for another. 

Be a Substitute (How can we offer ourselves for the sake 
of another?) 

Once two friends were collecting pepper from two trees 
near an electric line .Both of them were using ladders made of 
bamboo to climb trees. One of them lost his balance and fell on 
the live electric line. He cried for help. There was no one there 
except his friend who was on top of another tree. He, on hearing 
his friend crying for help, climbed down and looked around for 
something with which he could detach his friend from the line. 
But he got nothing long enough to do it. So he took his bamboo 
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ladder which was raw (not dry) and separated his friend from the 
electric line and saved him.... But, while doing this, his own raw 
bamboo ladder came in contact with the line and he got electric 
shock...!!! Within seconds he died in front of his friend whom he 
had saved....!!! Here, one who died has become a substitute for 
the man who was saved. This is that greatest love the gospel has 
referred several times. The readiness of the man to take risk and 
ultimately sacrifice his life for the sake of his friend reveals his 
sincere love, friendship and brotherhood. 

Another little story explains the innocent love. A 14 year 
old misunderstood the quotation; 'To donate blood is to donate 
your life'. She had a younger brother. Once he was seriously 
injured in an accident and was battling for his life. He had lost 
too much blood. So the doctor asked the sister if she was ready 
to give a bottle of blood for her brother..!. "You can give life to 
your brother through your blood’’. For the first instance, it was a 
shock to her, then after a while with strong determination she 
replied, "Yes doctor, I am ready to give my blood and die for 
him. I want my brother alive". Here, although those words were 
from her ignorance of the facts, she was willing to become a 
substitute for her brother...! 

              Another example of becoming a substitute we 
witness in St. Mac Million Kolbe, who was brutally killed by 
Nazi executors of Hitler on 14 Aug 1941 by injecting carbolic 
acid. He was executed in place of Gayonishek who had escaped 
from the German concentration Camp....!!!                     
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               Jianna Boratta Mola, the daring mother discarded 
the advice of doctors to abort her fourth child as it was highly 
risky for her life to give birth to a fourth child. She allowed her 
fourth child to take birth and silently embraced death. In the 
process she willingly became the substitute for her child....! This 
is the true and unconditional love Agape......!. 

God’s Mercy or Generosity 

Dear friends, the Holy Spirit will lead us towards the 
source of God’s nature while we are meditating on it. I had 
earlier reminded you of underlining a phrase 'for one’s friend'. 
Now let us bring that phrase into our mind. Jesus, who taught us 
to have the greatest love for our friends by giving our lives for 
their sake (John 15: 13) sacrificed his life not only for His 
friends but also for the enemies. He gave himself to be a 
substitute for Jude the scariot who betrayed him, for Barnabas, 
for you and me. Therefore, if Agape is to lose one's life for his 
friend, Mercy is to sacrifice one’s life for the sake of his enemy 
too. Thus Jesus gives a different dimension to the meaning of 
friend. What is that? 

We usually call an unfaithful friend 'a Brutus'. But Jesus 
addressed Jude the Scariot, ‘friend’, when he indicated Jesus to 
the soldiers by kissing his master. Here overflows Jesus' mercy 
kindness and generosity. We are still unable to grasp the 
vastness of this Divine love. Oh! What an intense and profound 
love....!!! 

In another context when Jesus announces His readiness to 
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shed his blood and sacrifice life for the salvation of mankind 
Peter stops him and says this should not happen to you. Here 
Jesus calls Peter 'Satan'. Peter did nothing wrong, he was trying 
to stop Jesus from suffering. As per our understanding, one who 
saves someone from suffering is a true friend. But in God’s 
perception, one who creates obstruction in the path of suffering 
aimed at a better cause is Satan, the devil. Divine love is beyond 
human understanding and cannot be evaluated with our 
intellectual tools. The Bible says, "My thoughts are not like 
yours and your paths are different from that of mine. My 
thoughts and ways are above your thoughts as the sky is very 
high above the earth".(Isaiah 55 : 8-9).  

He died by becoming a substitute for all who lost God’s 
grace by disobeying him. Thus he became an alternative not 
only for his friends but for foes also. The Scripture says, ‘Where 
the sin multiplies, there the grace also multiplies in many folds, 
it is incomprehensible to human wisdom'. 

In St. Paul’s letter to Romans, chapter 5 verses 6-8, reveals 
this truth. "Christ died for the ungodly in due time. It is very rare 
that someone dies for a righteous man. Yet, peradventure for a 
good man some would even dare to die. But Christ died for we 
sinners who disobeyed him several times". In this way, God 
expressed his love towards us. When John the Apostle defines, 
God is Love it is not the superficial love that he wants to 
convey. John wants us to know a love that he experienced by 
closely observing, hearing and identified by touching and 
following him for three long years in this world. That love is 
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Mercy and it is the pinnacle as well as the source of God’s love. 

We have just seen that God’s love is not discriminative; 
there is no boundary wall for his love. He has not segregated 
foes from friends. God’s love is unconditional that looks for the 
sinners who are not even worthy of his love. That is Mercy...!. 

In other words He died for Pontius Pilot who sentenced 
Him and for the Jews who executed Him. It is the same as 
offering keys to one who was fired. Jesus gave sight to the 
soldier 'Lonkeenose' who pierced His chest. He cured Malcus' 
ear when Peter chopped it. ‘He also offered paradise to the thief 
who insulted Him’ (Mathew: 27: 44) 

"God’s love is so wonderful...'' 

The Mercy, which is so limitless and above human 
understanding, is Divine Mercy: The Holy Communion. 

Doubt of John the Baptist 

We may have a genuine doubt that whether God loves us 
this much. It is reasonable. Let us find it out. Jesus declared that 
no one, who is born of a woman, is greater than John the Baptist. 
There are many reasons behind it. One is that: when he saw 
Jesus, John introduced him to the world as. "Behold, he is the 
lamp of God who takes away the sins of the world’’ (John 1 : 
29). He continued, ''He is the one whom I had referred as greater 
than me who comes after me. John has reason in support of what 
he said. ''I too had not known him. Who had sent me to baptize 
with water had told me: "He is the one, upon whom you witness 



27 

 

the Holy Spirit defend, who will baptize with Holy Spirit. I have 
seen spirit, descending on him from the heaven in the form of a 
dove. I have seen this and testify that he is the son of God’’ 
(John 1: 34). 

Yes, God the father introduced Jesus as son of God to 
John with specific identity. The Holy Spirit had revealed to John 
that Jesus is son of God, He is the one for whom the mankind 
had been expecting. He is the Lamb of God who carries the sins 
of the world and he is the one who will baptise with Holy Spirit. 
Because of these revelations John preached undoubtedly that 
Jesus is the savior of this world. 

But, if we analyze the preaching and teachings of both 
Jesus and John we may see two different angles; John the 
Baptist used harsh words and warned people of dire 
consequences of wrong doings whereas Jesus always used kind 
and loving words. He spoke of a kind father in heaven. On the 
other hand, John introduced God the father as a revenging God 
who Judges mercilessly. John preached, "God has started axing 
trees. The trees which do not give good yield will be cut down 
and thrown into fire. He will collect the crop and separate good 
grains from the useless ones with a fan and put the useless into 
fire. Oh! Generations of vipers (John addressed the crowd in 
these words) who has warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?"   We see no sympathy in John’s words. 

But, Jesus in his preaching tried to introduce an entirely 
different God from what John the Baptist had pictured. He said 
God is your father who cares you from the heaven - He is 
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loving, patient in nature and is full of generosity - One who 
suffers from illness requires doctor's help not the healthy - I 
have come not in search of righteous people, instead, to lead the 
sinners to repentance - God gives importance to the last one, not 
to the ninety nine which are at his side. Son of God has come 
not to leave the lost in the desert but to find and save him. Jesus 
depicts God the father as - Good Samaritan who provides first 
aid and takes the wounded to the inn. He is the father who 
accepts the prodigal son with open hands and loving heart- He is 
the one who cleans the lepers. 

When John saw a different approach in Jesus, from what 
he had preached, a natural doubt arises in his mind. So he sends 
his disciples to ask Jesus, ‘‘If you are the one who should come 
or we look for another?'' (Luke 7: 19). Oh! My God, It is a 
critical situation. Sometimes we too doubt like this. In the 
crossroads of life we are confused and several question marks 
arise before us. We get the answer to these doubts in his reply to 
the messengers of John. ''Go and tell him about the things you 
have seen and heard, how that the blind see, the deaf hear, the 
lame walk, the lepers cleansed, the dead are raised, and the 
gospel is preached to the poor”. The   next sentence is most 
important. "And blessed is he, whoever shall not be offended in 
me’’ (Luke 7: 23). 

 One who is not puzzled with the mercy and kindness of 
God is providential. This realization of God’s nature made the 
prodigal son return to his father’s home. This made the tax 
collectors and sinners sit along with Jesus in the feast. This 
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insight gave Mary of Magdalene ample courage to enter 
Pharases house and wash Jesus' feet with her tears. The evil 
spirit will urge you to doubt the mercy and generosity of God 
when we are undergoing tough time in our life. John has 
justification for his doubt. He thought why did Jesus withdraw 
when he got the news of my arrest? I have been preparing a path 
for him. This thought accelerated his doubt, because he was the 
stage setter for Jesus and he felt avoided in his crisis. My dear 
friends, He is the God of kindness. "Our Lord is kind, generous, 
averse to anger, bountiful in love and trust, and forgives 
unconditionally the sins of thousands’’ (Exodus 34: 7).                                 

God again speaks to us in these words. "One who is not 
offended in me is blessed’’ (Luke 7: 23). We read in Psalms: 
"His Mercy is unlimited.... His kindness towards his children is 
high as sky. (Psalm 103: 11). Therefore how can we doubt him? 
He cannot cast of Himself.  

O, God our father, you gave us your love in the form of 
kindness and mercy through your son Jesus Christ by means of 
Holy Spirit. We adore, praise and glorify you forever and ever, 
Amen. 

 
PART - 2 

 
CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD’S LOVE 

 
God’s love is stable and Permanent 
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Let us see the salient features of God’s love. It is 
perpetual. It does not alterate. "I shall love you constantly. For I 
am the Lord, I change not."  Either God or God’s nature does 
not change. We cannot trust anything which is liable to change 
or alter. We must believe in something which is permanent. If a 
man is skilled to perform various duties we do not usually call 
him an expert. He is jack of all trades, Master of none, so we do 
not trust him. Suppose someone is a driver today, a tailor 
tomorrow and barber another day. Will you approach him to get 
any work done? 

"We don’t have a permanent haven (harbor) like our God’’ 
(I Samuel 2: 2). Dear friends, the love of man, birds and animals 
is unstable. Parent parrots feed their little ones even after the 
little is caged by someone. It is so because of their love for it. 
But after a few days they realize that their birdie won’t return, 
they slowly abandon it. There, changes their love for it. But, 
"Love of Lord does not set, His Mercy does not end’’ 
(Lamentations 3:22) 

Once I witnessed and interesting incident in an exhibition. 
A female monkey and its little child were kept in a big glass jar. 
When the ring master saw that a good numbers of spectators 
have gathered, he removed the small lid on the top of the jar and 
started pouring water into it. When the mother found water in 
the jar it took its child in its hands to keep him from getting wet. 
As the amount of water increased it lifted the child as high as 
possible. The level of water still increased and she stood on her 
toes holding its child above its head. When the water reached its 
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nose it realized the danger and put the child on the floor of the 
jar and stood upon it to save herself. Here she abandoned the 
love for its child and tried to save herself from the crisis. Here 
we see an unstable love.  

Human love also fluctuates according to situations due to 
selfishness. It is alarming to know that the number of new born 
babies deserted in "Ammathottil'' (Mother Cradle) is increasing 
day by day. An exhausted mother in caring a 19 year old 
daughter suffering from cancer for several months tells. “I am 
tired of this, even if you die now I won’t feel sorry.... I have one 
son left he will look after me’’.   Mothers who gave birth after 
carrying their children for nine months in their wombs discard 
them. Some cruel mothers do not allow their babies to see this 
beautiful world. This is the unstable love of human being. But 
God says, "My love for you is eternal, trust is perpetual. 
Mountains and hills may be removed from their places, but my 
constant love will not leave you. No change will come in my 
peace treaty’’. (Jeremiah 31: 3) 

If we look at the sun and the moon, we see that the moon 
undergoes changes in its waxing and waning sessions, but the 
sun remains always burning and emitting light. We can make 
little children understand why the day and night come 
alternately. The sun rise and setting of sun can be explained. 
Due to the earth's rotation we have day and night. But no change 
for the Sun!  

However, this sun also has its limitations. Although it 
burns and emit light on all sides constantly it cannot light up all 
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sides of anything at the same time. Only one side of the earth 
and the moon receives light from the sun and the other side 
remains dark. But, "The true light which lights up everything 
has been coming to this world.’’ (John 1: 19). Who is this true 
light? What is his peculiarity? "But unto you that fear my name 
shall the sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings’' 
(Malachi 4: 2). He is the God who provides us healing and 
eternal light. This eternal truth is justified when a star rose in the 
sky on the night of the first Christmas night above the cow 
stable in Bethlehem and another star, the Sun, was blackened out 
on the occasion of the Crucifixion. Both these instances 
proclaim that "He is this sun of righteousness or eternal life’. 

God’s love does not change 

What is the characteristic of true light? It neither changed 
nor has the shadow of change. The true light never creates 
shadow. A shadow is created because the object gets light from 
one side only. The sun is stationary, so it causes shadow by its 
light. If an object receives light from all sides, its shadow is not 
formed. Yes, the impartial God establishes His presence around 
us and pour eternal light on us in spite of our unworthiness..., 
Praise the Lord. God is the true light and eternal beam. Let us 
bring these words of God into our thought:  "I am the light of the 
world’’ (John 8: 12). This sun is impartial in sharing its light 
with other things in this universe irrespective of their status. If it 
is so, how generous shall God, the eternal Sun, be in gracing His 
creations with His Unbiased love, the true light? 

Another truth the Holy Spirit reveals to us is that God’s 
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love never changes. His love flows to every creature in this 
universe equally. His love is unprejudiced. He has only one 
yardstick. The Bible says, "There is no difference between Jews 
and the Greek, the slave and the free, men and women’’ 
(Galatians 3: 28).”Everything is fair before God” (Romans 2: 
11). He promises the same salary 1 Dinar to the worker who 
joined at the eleventh hour. He evaluates everyone with the 
same criteria. 

Can we call her a mother who gives milk to one child and 
mere water to the other? If a lamp does not spread its light to all 
directions, equally, that is not a lamp - it’s a mere spot light. 
"Lord, you love everything. You do not hate any one which is 
your own creation. Otherwise, you would not have created 
them’’ (Wisdom 11: 24). 

 Let us analyze the lives of two personalities who are no 
more today. They are Mother Teresa and Osama - bin - Laden. 
Both are paradigms. They have followers, one famous and the 
other one infamous. To their followers they are role models. 
You may feel distrusted when I say that God loved equally both 
Mother Teresa and Osama. The difference was not in the 
dispensation but in the reception. Osama bin Laden was opaque 
in nature and remained as an iron sheet which stopped the love 
rays of God where as Mother Teresa was transparent as crystal 
through which God's love passed to thousands and thousands of 
people. The Intensity of God’s love depends on the attitude of 
the one who is being loved.  

Take a simple example; you have noticed a ceiling fan. It 
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gives cool air symmetrically in all directions, but one comes 
near the fan gets move relief. We see Hippies in our society. 
They are so not because of the scarcity of barbers, but because 
they don’t approach the barbers to get their hair cut and face 
shaven. Then how can they be handsome? Thus the fault lies 
with you and me. Our attitude requires change. A sense of 
dedication, submission and surrendering has to be developed in 
us. ''He loves the right and the wrong equally’’ (Luke 6 : 35). 
When we say that God loves everyone in the same magnitude, 
another truth is hidden behind these words. 

That is: we all are worthy to be loved equally. We see in 
the Gospel, Jesus knew that one those sitting along with him at 
the table were going to betray him. But he washed the feel of all 
the twelve disciples and kissed including Jude the Scariot. He 
forcefully washed Peter’s feet though he knew that Peter would 
deny him very shortly. Yes, God never separates anyone from 
his love circle. On the other hand we are running away from 
Him. 

Human love fluctuates. It is disproportionate. When a 
child gets first rank in the class parents appreciate him and offer 
gifts. If otherwise, they curse him and ask to go away from their 
sight. The world loves you in your success. But God takes care 
of you with all your losses. No one shares your loss in this world 
but a number of people gather around you in your victory. There 
is a God who is by your side in your agony. There is a God who 
sent crows to fetch bread for Elijah who was hiding in a cave to 
protect his life. We have to realize this fact that he loves you and 
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me in the same immensity. 

 There is no servant in his world that does not get the 
salary of 1 Dinar (Coin). He loved everyone so he set everyone 
free. Absolute freedom is the sign of perfect and comprehensive 
love. The head of the family keeps the key of the treasury in a 
place known to all members because there is freedom in their 
home, the symbol of love. Unfortunately we misuse this 
freedom. But God still allows that freedom to keep his love 
intact. Oh! How vast his mercy is!! God’s love is not only 
unchanging but also cascading equally on each and everyone. “I 
like and love you. Irrespective of your sins and illness’’ Let us 
come closer under this cascade of love. May the Holy Spirit help 
and strengthen us. 

God’s love never discards 

God never abandons whom he loves. My dear friends, Let 
us pray to the Holy Spirit to lead us to new revelations when we 
meditate of the depth of God’s love. "I will never discard one 
who comes near me’’ (John 6: 37). We have innumerable 
examples of abandoning. Birds, animals and human beings. 
Everyone discards his beloveds in adverse situations. We have 
seen this. We have seen how Pakistan disowned its citizen 
Mohammed Kasab, who was one among the ten militants who 
attacked Mumbai. They (Pak) denied the bodies of their soldiers 
who were killed in the Kargil War. But God does not discard 
even them. "I will never discard or abandon you’’ (Isaiah 41: 8).  

That is why he goes in search of the lost one leaving those 
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ninety nine. The lost one might have been a defective one. 
People generally abandon the defective or problematic ones. But 
God sets out in search of them. Suppose, a lady has a small 
poultry farm. She has kept a number chickens, one among them 
is lame. So when she calls them for feeding the lame one comes 
at the end. He is not able to fight with others for food. So the 
lady keeps a handful of food and feeds him separately. She gives 
more attention to the defective one. She shoos the other chickens 
away. She keeps him in her lap and puts the feed near his beak. 
What does this show? That lady who loves all her chickens 
shows more sympathy towards the defective one. Because he is 
feeble, weak and requires extra care. The injured sheep gets its 
place on the shoulders of the shepherd. 

Once a hen taught me the love of a Good Shepherd. We 
had a hen with its nine chickens. She took her new born fowls a 
little away from our house in search of insects. She was giving 
them training how to search food. She removed dry leaves and 
soil where insects and moths were available. The little ones 
fought innocently to catch more insects. When that delicious 
food was almost over the hen made a special sound and moved 
to another place. 8 of the 9 chickens followed suit. One of them 
remained in the same place unaware of others' departure. He 
after a while realized that no other chick was near him and his 
mother was also not seen. He, afraid of the loneliness, cried 
aloud. Hearing the cry the mother bird flew towards its little one 
suddenly, leaving other eight fowls away. She was not bothered 
to leave eight fowls for protecting the single one. 
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 Why did she not think that some crow or eagle would 
harm her eight fowls? It is because of the intensity of mother’s 
love, a gift of God, The Scripture says. "I was the one who 
taught Israel to walk. I lead them holding with a rope of mercy - 
the rope of love. I provided them plough from the cheekbone. I 
showed my sympathy and fed them, Ephraim, how shall I 
abandon you? Israel, how shall I desert you? My sympathy for 
you has turned tender and my heart soft. I am God, not man. '' 
(Hosea 11: 3-8.) 

“I won't leave you even if your parents leave you’’ (Psalm: 
27: 10).”But son said, Lord has left me, Lord has forgotten me. 
Can a mother forget her infant child? Can a real mother behave 
harshly with her own son? Even if she forgets I won’t forget 
you. See, I have engraved your name in my Palm’’ (Isaiah 49: 
14-16). 

God’s love is nobler than Mother’s love 

I met a brother during one of the ministries. He was 57 
years old and a nightmare for the people of his hometown. He 
was so dangerous that after intoxication he would lock horns 
with anyone, break whatever comes in his way and threaten his 
kith and kin. After talking to this man for a while, he started 
opening his heart. "Brother, God has abandoned me... I have 
attended a number of retreats.... God hates me...’’ He was 
sobbing. I told him, ''There is a God who never hates you, who 
never deserts you. Even if you die and become a dead body, that 
God loves you and takes care of you’’. 
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My father died on 10 May 1996. I rang up Rev. Fr. Vicar 
and informed the matter and asked about the timing and other 
things related to the funeral. Till death he was father to me, after 
death he became a mere dead body. Four days had been passed 
after Lazarus' death; his Sister Martha believed that the body 
might have been decomposed. Note the words of Jesus. He did 
not say, ‘The dead body come out’ but said, “Lazarus Come 
out". (John: 11: 44). Even after the death God doesn’t delete our 
names from the roll. For me my father was a dead body after 
death. But for God, we all are non erasable. He calls us by our 
names. He never detaches you. 

When the Holy Spirit revealed this truth to that man, 
whom I had met, he said," Brother, I want to have a confession. 
He had buried a baby alive soon after its birth, who was an 
illegitimate son of his 14 year old unmarried sister. That guilty 
feeling had been the cause of the disorder in his life. At the 
confession he experienced the pardoning love of our eternal 
father through the priest. Today, he leads a peaceful family life. 
He is totally transformed. "He found him out in the lonely 
desert, and embraced and protected him as His dearest one” 
(Deuteronomy 32: 10). Now, you must not think that God has 
given you up. "One who touches you puts his hands on the apple 
of my eyes’’ (Zachariah 2: 8). That means you are the apple of 
His eyes. This is the depth of God’s diligence in caring you. 

At another occasion a lady was sitting before me for 
counseling. She was brought up in a catholic family. Left her 
parents at the age of 18 and married a non Christian. Their 
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marriage turned to be a failure and she had to suffer a lot from 
her husband. After losing everything she realized her mistake. 
The guilty feeling started pricking her. She told me “I was 
unfaithful to my Lord, so He has forgotten me, He won’t forgive 
me.’’ According to the urge of the Holy Spirit, I raised my right 
palm and told her, "This hand has done a number of misdeeds. If 
we look around us, we see a large number of people in the same 
state. In the Bible too, we come across many examples. We are 
not sure about the kind of sins and their number Mary 
Magdalene had committed in her life. But I know one thing; I 
seek the help of St. Mary of Magdalene. The Church calls her a 
saint and solicits her prayer. If God could transform Magdalene, 
the prostitute into Saint Magdalene, He can bring you back into 
the perimeter of his love. Because, he is the Lord of the whole 
mankind". I sent her to the cross in the hall to ask pardon 
embracing the nailed feet of Jesus. I remained there praying for 
her. She advanced towards the cross with the same attitude of 
Mary the sinner who approached Jesus at the Simon’s while He 
was attending a feast. 

Holding the nailed feet of Jesus with both her hands, she 
kept on kissing them and crying for several minutes. People 
gathered around her when her crying became louder. But she 
remained there unaffected. When she was relieved of the burden 
of guilty feeling, she returned and sat before me and said, 
“Though I had deserted Jesus, He told me that he won’t give me 
up". She was still weeping, but this time, it was not out of the 
guilty feeling but due to the love of God that she experienced. I 
remember a verse from Daniel - 14:38. "God you have 
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remembered me. You don’t forget whom you love". 

(Malachi - 4: 2). Says, A Just sun will rise for you who 
fear me. There is consolation in its wings. You will leap and 
frisk like a calf’’. When does a calf come out of a cowshed 
leaping and frisking? One who has kept cows knows it well. A 
calf falls on the dirty floor of the shed at its birth. Soon after the 
delivery, the mother cow passes its tongue over the calf to make 
it dry. She does not mind the smell or dirt in its body but 
swallows the dirt unminded because of the selfless love it has 
towards its little one, to make it dry very fast. A cow never eats 
grass which has the smell of cow dung or urine. It even does not 
drink water which has foul smell. But here she doesn’t care 
anything except the safety of her calf. 

We haven’t heard about a cow that washed and cleaned its 
mouth after licking its newborn calf. She accepts all the filth to 
clean and dry it. It is because of her love for its offspring. No 
mother can leave her child unattended irrespective of its unclean 
state. God takes care of us even if we are in the pool of sins. He 
does not leave us there in the filth. See, getting the initial care of 
its mother, a calf advances naturally towards the udder of the 
mother cow, a natural instinct. He enjoys the love of his mother 
in the warm milk and that love inspires him. Then he can no 
more remain still so it leap, jump and frisk all around. It is a new 
life to the calf. 

Dear friends, our loving God picks you and me from the 
filth of our sins and cleans us at the confession through the 
blessing of the priest and takes away all our sins. He gives us the 
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milk in the form of Holy Communion which energizes and fills 
us with His love. So after getting abdolution and having 
received Holy Communion, no human being can remain silent. 
He will dance, jump and praise God for the new life, the symbol 
of His Grace. Though we are unfaithful, He remains faithful 
always. If somebody happens to see a child falling into a septic 
tank, he would inform the child’s mother immediately. But if it 
happens in front of the mother, she will within no time jump into 
the tank and save the child. She would never think of the dirt in 
the tank. 

 There is a God who has saved you and me from the septic 
tanks of our horrible sins. He will not discard us. We have been 
created in his own shape. When we admit that we have 
committed mistake, God will ask us one question' who told you 
that you are guilty?'. The question he asked to Adam, our 
forefather. When Adam felt ashamed of his nakedness, God 
gave him leaves of fig tree to wear. If we admit our mistakes 
from our heart without making excuses like Adam, He will clean 
us with his Holy Blood and give us the white clad of holiness. 
He will never forget you. 

A child who lost his pen complaints to his father, "Daddy, 
I have no pen". His loving father assures, "Who told you that 
you have no pen? You will have pen so long as I am alive. But 
don’t lose it again". Oh! God we thank you for your never 
ending love and everlasting care.  

God’s love is merciful and sympathizing 
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Once a man said, "It should happen to me. This is the 
result of all my sins". At this point I remembered an incident. 
One day evening my wife Solly went to parish church and I was 
in Bethania Retreat Centre. When I returned at 10 P.M. after 
service, Solly narrated an incident that took place at home. On 
her return from church, Solly noticed our 9 year old son waiting 
for her at the door steps with a stick in his hands. He saw her 
from a distance and ran to her extending the stick.   She asked 
him what the stick meant for. He told, "Mom beat me up”. 
Getting no clue she enquired the reason. Then he continued, "I 
have broken the glass (tumbler) with flowers, which Sharon got 
as gift". Sharon is his younger sister.  

Eagerly, I wanted to know the reaction of my wife. She 
told me that she broke that stick into several pieces and lifted 
him and kissed him on both the cheeks. In such a situation a 
mother neither considers the gravity of the child’s mistake nor 
weeps over the loss. But she sees the child’s readiness to accept 
the fault and the repenting heart only. If you and me, the 
heartless, can forgive our children’s lapses and embrace them, 
how fast would God, our heavenly Father be in encompassing us 
with his love and forgiving all our gruesome mistakes. How can 
he forget us? 

Don’t we read in newspapers the appeals by fathers meant 
for their lost sons? "Dear, son please come back, your mother 
has not eaten anything since you have left.’’ In the Bible we see 
the father who happily accepts the prodigal son. He did not send 
away his son angrily for his mistakes but he runs towards him 
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from a distance and hugs and invites him to the house. He orders 
the servants to bathe him, to put rings on his fingers, to give him 
shoes and new dress. Our God gives us the perfection of 
maternal and paternal love. The father who can’t forget the 
prodigal son can never forget you because each one of us is 
another prodigal son or daughter. The fact we must find out in 
ourselves is that whether we are in the same return journey of 
that prodigal son. If you have the same attitude you can be sure 
of a warm welcome at your father’s home. 

In the crossroads of life we just like Moses break stone 
plates on which the Ten Commandments of our life are 
engraved, into pieces. When we return to him with those broken 
pieces, God rewrites on it and joints the pieces into one. He did 
not call the prostitute a sinner, did not question and torture with 
words. On the other hand, He addressed her 'woman' with all the 
respect. He is our God. We have a God who invites a thief in to 
paradise to be with him, a God who never turns face from the 
injured but takes him to the inn, a God who never audits your 
accounts of life and a God who surrenders himself before the 
soldiers and requests to spare his disciples. 

His first miracle resembles his attitude towards us. He 
transformed the water from the well into 'A grade' wine. 
Naturally the water in the well at the wedding house in Cana 
might not have been clean. The water had been used by people 
for several days. He changed that soiled water into pure wine. 
Yes our God transforms the soiled life of we people into 
precious wine. Dear son... Daughter, He cannot forget you. The 
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Bible says, "You are mine. I have called you by name. Don’t be 
frightened, I have saved you. You are invaluable, important and 
dear to me"(Isaiah 43: 2). 

"I want you though you are a patient; I need you even if 
you are a sinner". Dear friends, we have a God on our side who 
never rejects us irrespective of our unworthiness. Let us pray to 
Holy Spirit to imprint the face of that Kind God in our heart and 
thank God for his blessings. Praise and Glory to God forever and 
ever, Amen. 

God’s love makes us the most precious 

Another salient feature of God’s love is that it transforms 
us into invaluable and precious ones. “The stone that was 
discarded by the workers has become the corner stone’’ (1 Peter 
2 : 7).  A corner stone is selected with care and it provides 
strength to the foundation of a building. We collect the rubbish 
and throw it away because it is useless. But if you happen to get 
a coin from the garbage you would keep the coin and leave the 
rest. It is human nature. But in God’s point of view, all human 
beings are precious and useful. Let us remember once again that 
we are useful and invaluable to be loved by God. He loves every 
one, the deaf, the dumb, the blind and the lame equally. 

Wilma Rudolph had deformity in her legs by birth. She 
could not walk, even move without somebody’s help. She lost 
her father when she was one year old. Her mother single 
handedly brought the child up among other difficulties. Wilma’s 
mother decided to send her handicapped child to the best 
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boarding school of the city. She met the principal of the school 
and expressed her wish. But the response from the principal was 
not encouraging and suggested to send Wilma to some special 
school meant for handicapped children. Her humble and 
persistent request, at last made the principal to admit Wilma in 
the kindergarten class. After two years she was promoted to the 
first standard. The school was to hold Annual Sports Day and its 
preparations were in full swing. The physical education teacher 
trained other students avoiding Wilma for she was handicapped. 
She could not withstand this segregation. So she complained her 
mother and wept for the whole day. Wilma’s mother met the 
principal and the physical education teacher the next day and 
said," Sir, your decision in case of Wilma was absolutely right. 
We all know that she has problem with her legs and it's a fact". 
After a little pause she continued, "If we avoid her because of 
her inability it will affect her little heart adversely. Let her 
practice so that she may feel one among the participants. If you 
can allow her to run on the track... It is not for the prize... Just 
the wish of a fragile heart...." 

 The teachers were moved by her words and agreed to 
allow Wilma to run but not as a participant. On the day of the 
event all children, parents and teachers assembled. The 
participants were on the track in track suits. Wilma stood outside 
the track, without a track suit. The official gave the signal and 
the participants darted towards the finishing point. Who finished 
first, second and third jumped with joy. Others also got 
appreciation from the spectators. At this moment Wilma 
Rudolph was hardly a few steps away from the start point. She 
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cried struggling to move forward. Although others were amused 
with this scene, her kind and loving mother was encouraging her 
from the other end calling: "Come on.., Wilma, come on... don’t 
be desperate..., don’t give up.., come on.." Motivated by her 
mother she completed the distance somehow.  

 

Those who secured First, Second and Third positions 
stopped the race thereafter. But Wilma’s mother consulted a 
specialist doctor, and Wilma underwent a surgery. A 
physiotherapist was appointed to treat her. Gradually she got 
improvement and started walking. With hard work and constant 
training the racer in Wilma came out of her. Dear Friends, She 
was nobody but the Gold medalist in 100 meters, 200 meters and 
400 meters race in 1960’s Rome Olympics. While standing on 
the Victory stand, Wilma, who had been once a rejected 
handicapped, looked towards the sky and cried aloud, “Oh! God 
the almighty..., I thank you a thousand times for showering your 
love which transforms the rejected stone into the milestone 
through my mother". 

 "Little Babel my servant, I shall make you like my royal 
ring’’. (Huggai 2: 23). God considers those whom others 
discard. Yes, we see this truth in the case of Joseph in the Old 
Testament. He was thrown into an unused well by his brothers, 
but God raised him to the palace of Pharaoh. Later he became 
the pillar of the Israel. 

 Again, little John was discarded by everyone as he was 
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very weak in studies, but God had a definite plan for him, so he 
transformed little John into St. John Maria Vienne. He 
intercedes for the whole priest fraternity.  

Sr. Alphonsa did not get that consideration which she 
should have got while living. But today she is St. Alphonsa, the 
first saint of India. How great is God’s love!  

Mother Teresa knew the unending love of God when she 
worked selflessly for the poor, discarded people of the streets of 
Calcutta. She faced avoidance from the authorities several times. 
But today the world respects her.  

Are you the discarded today? One day you will be 
respected and rewarded. Those who weep now are lucky for 
they will become happy. "People will witness your Justice and 
the kings your greatness. You will be known by a new name that 
the Lord will give you. You are a beautiful crown in his hands. 
A crest in God’s hands" (Isaiah 62: 2-3). Yes, he does not leave 
you and will change the discarded ones into precious. 

God appointed Prophet Samuel to find out a king for the 
Israel after Soul. He approaches Jesse's house with oil to anoint 
the next king. Jesse introduced all his handsome and healthy 
sons. But Samuel was not satisfied, and asked if anybody was 
left out. Jesse replied," The youngest one is not suitable for this 
job; he is out in the pastures with sheep". But Samuel, 
summoned him, the one who was discarded by the father and 
anointed him as the king of Israel. The Lord ordered, "Get up 
and anoint him. He is the chosen one" (1 Samuel 16: 12). 
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Samuel anointed him before all his brothers with the oil he had 
brought. Yes, God select whom others reject. We shall conclude 
this thought as God makes you worthy and invaluable..., if you 
submit yourself in his hands. Let us pray to the Lord for the 
grace to fly high like vultures in harmony with the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. 

God’s Love accompanies us 

"I shall be with you" (Exodus 3: 12). Why do some live 
together? What is the purpose of being together? It is to 
understand more. It is the sign of true love, it is to provide 
protection. “O Lord, you know everything” (John 21: 5). These 
were the words of Peter, the head of Apostles. What did Jesus 
know about Peter? Peter a hot tempered man, who prevented 
Jesus from the sufferings, a boaster who denied the master for 
momentary delight out of warmness from fire, who attacked the 
enemy with a sword against the teachings of his master, who 
went back to the old business with fishing boats and net. He 
knew all these and even beyond. Jesus did not mind the denial of 
Peter and entrusted him with the responsibility to lead his church 
because he knew Peter well, by being with him for 3 long years. 
Peter was unstable in his decisions. He was flexible like a grass 
but Jesus transformed him into a rock on which he established 
His Church. O! God, you do this when you live with us, and 
when we allow you to be with us. 

Once a lady, while sharing, said, "Nobody understands 
me’’. A complaint that often comes out of you and me is that no 
one understands. We have to realize that human nature is to love 
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first and then know better. Unfortunately, when we human 
beings begin to understand each other, then the gap begins to 
widen. Human nature is to love, be together, understand and fall 
apart. On the other hand God’s love is that which understands 
first, then remains with you and finally absorbs you. A small 
example will make it clearer. One of the two intimate friends 
after a few years of their friendship happens to know that his 
friend is a murderer. On that moment he decides to leave his 
friend somehow because his common sense cautions him that it 
is dangerous to be the friend of a criminal, gradually he leaves 
his friend. But God loves all criminals in this world already 
knowing the fact. We must meditate, man understands after 
loving and then moves away, while God loves after 
understanding, then assimilate those whom he loves. How 
wonderful is God’s love!  

Satan influenced Adam and Eve to sin or disobey God, 
and then he injected the fear in them of a punishing God. That is 
why after committing the crime Adam lost his confidence and 
said, “I fear to appear before you". Here we must understand 
that the reason behind every sin is Satan. One who filled with 
fear in Adam and produced the guilty feeling is Satan. "Satan is 
a liar and father of liars'' (John 10: 10). The picture would have 
been different had Adam accepted the mistake. Instead he 
accused Eve and Satan to save himself due to his ignorance 
about the kind hearted God. Jesus said, "You do not know me or 
my father" (John 8: 19). Jesus lived among us to eradicate the 
fear that was sown by Satan through Adam, to prevent the 
mankind from understanding the kind love of God in its real 
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meaning. 

Once a little boy was talking to another one during the 
Holy Mass. The catechism teacher threatened the boy saying the 
priest would chop his nose. That day, the boy got a new 
impression of the priest.  He thought, 'I have committed a crime 
and I cannot appear before the priest, he would chop my nose'. 
So he ran away whenever he happened to come before the priest. 
He did this several times. The priest decided to talk to the child 
and find out the reason of his fear of him. Thinking of this, one 
day, the priest went to the boy’s house in an evening. When the 
boy returned from school, he found the priest sitting at the 
verandah. Boy thought, 'Today the priest will chop my nose 
surely'. He threw the school bag away and ran. He hid himself in 
the pit for cow dung. 

The priest was in a dilemma, so he sent the mother to find 
out the reason of the boy's fear. That little boy opened up his 
mind before his mother and told her that the priest had come to 
chop his nose. Understanding the mistake of the catechism 
teacher, the mother explained the matter to the priest. That kind 
father decided to reach out to the boy who was still in the pit 
because he knew that the boy would not come to him for the 
fear. The priest went to the pit took the boy and hugged him, and 
told him that he had not come to chop his nose. He spoke to him 
lovingly and made him understand his mistake. He brought back 
the boy’s confidence. 

This is the nature of God. He is Emmanuel. He lived with 
us and he is still with us. He descended amongst the mankind 
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who were hiding from Him after committing sins, and took the 
form of a human being, lived as one among them, loved them, 
revealed himself and took over the punishment that we owed, 
for His love towards us to regain us from the filth of sins. So 
great is His love. He is the God who did not keep the status and 
became a servant and lived as one among us. He made Himself 
empty and remained in the form of a human being visible to all. 
Here is our God..... He is with us... At this altar.... in the form of 
Holy Communion. We have nothing to fear about for He is with 
us now and always. 

God’s Love transforms everything 

To be in company is a necessity to influence anyone. The 
guidance with authority can lead one into repentance and further 
to eternal life. If punishment and the fear of punishment could 
reduce the tendency to commit crimes, this world would have 
been a paradise. We cannot eradicate theft by cutting off the 
hands of thieves. Only the unconditional love can bring back 
sinners. I hope almost all of us know the story of 'Jean Val Jean'. 
He committed the first crime by stealing a loaf of bread under 
influence of intolerable hunger. Gradually be became an 
infamous thief, was put behind the bars several times and was 
punished severely. But neither confinement nor the hard life in 
the jail could change him. After 19 years of confinement he 
came out. The very same day he stole silver bowls from the 
Bishop's residence. The police produced him before the Bishop 
with the stolen items. The Bishop knew well that only love can 
transform this man. So he asked Jean, "Why did you leave that 
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candle stick which I had presented you along with those bowls?' 
Jean Val Jean could see the forgiving love on Bishop’s face. 

The stony heart of that criminal, which could to have been 
transformed by long years of punishments was changed and 
dissolved within seconds by the forgiving and loving gesture of 
the Bishop. Thereafter Jean could not commit such crimes. He 
was totally changed. Only the love can convert the hardest 
carbon into diamonds. If you put a piece of coal with another 
burning piece of coal that also will start burning. A piece of iron 
that falls within the magnetic field also possesses the magnetic 
power. Likewise, we also are converted into Gods with the 
presence of our Lord. "He called them Gods unto whom the 
word of God came’’ (John 10:35). He lived and still lives with 
us to transform us to the divine status. He had many aims for 
being with us. He wanted to understand us more and assist in 
our needs. 

He wanted to abolish the fear that we have inherited, thus 
to set us free. He lived with us in other objectives by being with 
us. We will discuss those at a later stage. 

In the second part we have seen that God’s love is 
unchanging. It does not alterate. He loves me even in my sinful 
life. He showers this love on all of us in uniformity. His love 
never rejects us. He takes care of the rejected ones. Why does he 
love us so abundantly? Let us meditate this.... 

You aren’t useless 

My dear readers, it is a very natural human tendency to 
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throw away the useless things and keep safely the useful ones. 
We estimate somebody as very important and some others as 
good for nothing. God has no such division. He measures 
everyone with the same criteria and considers as useful. 'You are 
precious, honourable and dear to me’ (Isaiah 43: 3). Again we 
see, "I will not forget you; I have graven your name upon the 
palm of my hands’’ (Isaiah 49: 15). The use of pronouns 'I', 
'you',' your' etc. are very much personal here. The implication is 
that He meant the usage of these words for each one of us. Our 
value is beyond human imagination. We are so precious that's 
why Jesus asked," What is the use if you win the whole world 
by losing your soul?" What does it mean? The value of the 
whole world is not equal to the value of you and me before God. 

You shall come across an interesting statistics in the Bible. 
When Jesus exorcized Legion from a man, the evil spirits 
entered into 2000 pigs that were grazing nearby. They went into 
the sea and drowned. The people wanted Jesus to leave the place 
because they valued pigs more than human beings. They could 
not imagine the loss of 2000 pigs instead of a man. If we do a 
simple calculation, this interesting fact will be clear. Let us 
suppose average pork is of 100 kg. wt. If the cost of 1 Kg. pork 
in Rs. 100/- the total cost of a pork is 10,000/- So 2000 pigs will 
cost 2000 x 10,000 = 2,00,00,000. If so, the loss of that day was 
about 2 crore. That is the value of a man who was under 
influence of evil spirit. If he is so valuable, how valuable will we 
all be? But the Satan constantly conceals this fact from us that 
we are precious before God. 
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The Satan tries his best and murmurs in our ears that we 
are useless. He might have told the same thing to Eve:' you are 
not allowed to eat the fruit of the tree which is at the centre of 
the paradise. See birds and squirrels eat them lavishly. You are 
not even equal to these creatures'. Eve was trapped in that 
thinking 'what he said is right'. Even today, Satan repeats 'You 
are useless'. Testing Jesus at the desert, the Satan promised Jesus 
all the properties in the world if He worshiped Satan for a 
moment. The same trick he plays with us today and every day. 
Showing our surroundings he asks you and me, 'Do you have a 
car, a flat, a T V., a Refrigerator, a Washing Machine, a pearl 
chain? Do you have a degree, doctorate? Don’t worry if not. Just 
worship me... You will own all these...’ My dear friends, many 
of us surrender to this temptation like our great grand ma, Eve. 

We must realize one thing. In comparison to God’s 
selfless love, human love is based on the worldly possessions. 
God considers the state of human being, not the status. The 
Bible says, "Ephraim, my dearest son, my beloved one’’. 

You are invaluable 

The cost of a commodity depends on the content of it. The 
value of the content decides the value of the object. One who 
knows the content can evaluate the object correctly. The creator 
knows the right value of his creation. The producer decides the 
value of his product. I bought a wrist watch from Titan’s show 
room. I wanted to know the price and the salesman told me the 
price from the price list. Rs. 1050/-. Who did decide its price? 
The company Titan, because they knew the materials used in it. 
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While I wear the watch someone asks me,' why do you use this 
cheap and useless watch', for he does not know its real value. 
Someone under estimates and some other over estimates, 
whereas God knows the reality. Let us examine our conscience; 
'whether we must trust our lord, who says the truth that we are 
precious or we listen to the cunning words of Satan, the liar, 
who under estimates us always’? 

If we believe the words of Satan, we must remember 
Jesus' reply to the Pharases who approached Jesus to trap him 
asking whether it was right to pay to Caesar. Jesus told them to 
bring a coin and see the picture and marking on it. If Caesar's 
face is carved on it, it would go to him. "The shape, face and 
structure we have inherited are from our God" (Genesis 1: 26). 
He imprinted His face on us. What others read on our face is 
written by our God. He has stamped this on us. He created us 
and made us invaluable and important irrespective of our colour, 
cast, creed and gender. So now it is injustice to underestimate 
ourselves as useless. For a better yielding of the crops we praise 
the farmer. People appreciate the newly constructed house by 
praising the architect. The greatness of Leonardo Da Vinci is 
reflected in Monalisa. The creator is more important not the 
creation. Sometimes we fail to understand this. Every currency 
note from 1 to 1000 bears the picture of Father of the Nation. 
Then the sign of the signatory. So it is valid. Have you ever 
noticed that the watermark on the currency is also the image of 
Mahatma Gandhi? 

We must ruminate : if all currencies, whether their 
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denomination in 1 or 1000 are printed with the image of the 
Father of the Nation to make them valuable, it is our Eternal and 
heavenly father’s image which is imprinted in each one of us. 
Our status is not important. Everyone has been engraved with 
the same water marks, the image of the Almighty. "God created 
man for eternity, in the very same image of His eternity" 
(Wisdom 2: 23). 

If you still doubt your importance, you must look at the 
Crucifix. The Holy Spirit will speak to you. "He loved the world 
to the extent of sending His son, so that one who believes in 
Him does not perish” (John 3 : 16).  

Here we get an equation. The value of a man = the value 
of God’s only son. So now you must not say that you are 
useless. Moreover, you must not believe someone who says you 
are priceless, because you are as precious as Jesus Christ. For 
Jesus, Your value is equal to that of His own life!! 

It is reflected in Isaiah’s book, "I will never leave you and 
I will never discard you'' (Isaiah 4: 8).”All I have is yours for 
you are mine'' (Luke 5: 31). "Yes, I belong to him and whatever 
he has, belongs to me’’ (Isaiah 43: 1). We must think over these 
verses. 

Oh God! Kindly provide us with the strength to understand 
this truth. Please give us this insight. Oh! Holy Spirit, help us to 
understand our own usefulness Oh! Mother of God..., St. 
Alphonsa and all saints, pray for us to realize our value and 
worthiness. Let us pray, O! God I praise you for you accept and 
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recognize me in whatever state I am and you recognize me as 
your valuable creation. I ask pardon for my ignorance of your 
eternal love. Oh! My God, help me to know you deeply, 
experience and be constantly in that Holy love. Let us adore 
him: Be glory, praise and veneration to the Holy Communion 
who deserves praise and glory forever and ever, Amen. 

Part - 3 

What is the criterion of God’s love 

[The Yardstick of god’s love] 

Now we are at an important part of 'Agape', the Holy 
Spirit will bless us with more deep insights in this part. Let us 
pray for it and prepare ourselves for this grace. 

We have just seen the salient features of God’s love. In the 
coming part we are trying to understand the criteria by which we 
may understand, experience and measure that Holy Love. Today 
we see around the love which is displayed, not spontaneous and 
real. We may call it plastic love or artificial love. Here we fail to 
identify the love whether it is true love or artificial. So the 
coming part of this episode is important. 

What is the yardstick of God’s love? In general sense, the 
gravity of common love is evaluated by the amount of 
surrendering, dedication and giving. The one who gives more is 
said to love more. The willingness to give or gift something 
shows one’s degree of love. We see lovers, friends and 
companions share and present gifts as token of love. In today’s 
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concept a motive is hidden behind this. We expect to be loved 
more and we hope to be given more. So today a synonym has 
been derived for love. 'Give and take'. It is human nature. 
Broiler Chickens are fed with food supplements so that it may 
weigh more within a short period. It can be classified as profit 
oriented love. 

The real and true love is based on' lose and save'. In the 
process of loving we lose our ego, self and pride for the sake of 
the one whom we love. We call our God, Father, and that Father 
is love. What is the standard to understand God’s love? That is 
the subject of our thought. 

Gain depends on what you give. Let us analyze love on 
this background. We collect and preserve things to give and 
distribute. That is really what our God did since the creation of 
this universe. 

Once during a retreat programme, I happened to visit a 
Resort. It was merely out of curiosity. The resort was a mini 
paradise in its design and set up. A thick forest was grown 
around the building so the sunrays could hardly filter through 
the branches of those trees. You could hear the chirping of little 
birds and the music of artificial brooks... The cooling 
atmosphere provides an A/C feeling. The air in this paradise 
bears the aroma of herbs. Crystal clear water flows in the small 
streams. We felt a soothing atmosphere there. But it was a shock 
when the guide told us that it would cost Rs. 24,000/- per day if 
you wanted to enjoy these facilities.   
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 This knowledge compelled me to think like this; if god 
demands payment for the air that I have breathed, and the 
natural beauty I have enjoyed in my last 45 years of life, what 
would I do? How could I pay at this rate; 1000/- per hour? Oh 
God, I have no words to thank you. You set everything up for us 
free of cost. You created this beautiful universe for us, your 
children, and at the end you created man as the crown of your 
creations. You gave us authority over everything in this world. 
You gave us complete freedom. You did not keep anything for 
you, you gave us everything. Oh, God you preserved one thing 
with you, that too for us…, in case we missed the freedom 
which you allowed... while sending us to the paradise. 

"He has left with only one. His beloved son’’ (Mathew 12: 
16). Yes it was your son Jesus Christ, the core and piths of God 
the Father. 

When man disobeyed God by misusing the freedom, He 
decided to love us more. His 'complete giving', 'absolute love' 
took place. “He loved this world to the extent of giving his only 
son to provide eternal life to those who believed in him" (John 
3: 16). Here we must focus our meditation very keenly so as to 
allow the Holy Spirit to produce the desired result. Let us 
underline the word ' Only Son'. Suppose, you have ten children. 
Would you give one of them to anybody if asked for? You 
would never do it. If one among them is mentally or physically 
disabled, and someone asks for him, you would not agree at all. 
So far, you were asked to give a child to be fostered and I am 
sure that you would get angry with me if I ask the next question, 
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which is irrelevant. Would you give one of your children to be 
sacrificed? You cannot imagine of such a situation. 

Once, during a ministry, a man who had two sons asked 
me, "Brother, how many children do you have "? I replied him 
that I have four daughters and one son. Promptly he asked me an 
unexpected question. "Brother, would you give me one of your 
daughters? I shall divide all my properties into three and give 
one portion to your daughter officially and look after her as my 
own daughter. We shall love her as we love our sons, even more 
than that. It did not require any time for me to take a decision. It 
was a big No. Even if the whole world is offered in place of my 
daughter I will not give her up. Think it over I have four 
daughters, but I said ‘No’. He guaranteed her well being, I knew 
that she would get more amenities than what I could provide her 
with my limited resources. Even then... I cannot imagine such a 
circumstance. Because all those four daughters are mine. You 
and I have this basic instinct. 

The love that offers the only son 

A natural question may arise in you that how many 
children did God have? Who was his son? Was he disabled? 
Was he defective? No, He was perfect, the last degree of 
perfection. In the Bible, we come across two illustrations about 
two chosen people. At one place it describes King Saul. "Kish 
had a son called Saul. There was no one as handsome, fair and 
elegant as Saul in Israel" (1 Samuel 9 : 2). The other description 
is about David, son of Jesse. "David with beautiful eyes and 
colour of pearls was gracious and attractive.’’ (1 Samuel 16: 12). 
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If two kings of this world were so admirable, the son of the king 
of kings was the acme of handsomeness and more alight than the 
sun. Let us remember, it is not because we loved God, but he 
loved us and loved by sacrificing His own son to save us from 
our sins. “(1 John 4: 10). Yes, He gave us His only son not to be 
fostered but to be slaughtered - to be slaughtered unmercifully, 
that too, not away from him but just before His eyes. Can we 
tolerate this, being a father or a mother? What would have been 
our reaction...? 

Once a lady told her husband when he compelled her to 
abort a child," I won’t allow anyone to touch my child, unless I 
am dead… even if you are its father". The deepest love is 
verified in silence. Words have no relevance. 

God established that silence at the altar which Abraham 
built at the top of Moria hill and perfected that silence at the 
altar of 'supreme sacrifice' in Calvary to make us understand the 
depth and meaning of 'love in silence’!! 

We must meditate deeply. He had all opportunities to save 
His son. He could send 12 squadron of Angles and protect His 
son within seconds. He did not do that to teach us the truth that 
real saving can only be achieved through losing. This was the 
reason for that silence. Through this, we realize that kindness 
and love of God which is out of human grasping. God, who gave 
a lamb to Abraham to sacrifice instead of Isaac, could have 
made available thousands of lambs in exchange of His beloved 
son. 'Had he not allowed his own son sacrificed at the altar, we 
would not have been saved from the eternal death of our souls'. 
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God, the father, for a moment loved you and me the sinners 
more than His own son and allowed His son to be crucified for 
each one of us. Here, He proved that selfless giving is the 
yardstick of love. Through this action God silenced the Satan, 
who would have raised questions and arguments like, 'See how 
he alters when the life of his own son is in question?'. But God 
even in the case of His own only son, without altering from his 
principles proved that he Himself is love." Behold, how great is 
His love for us" (1 John 3: 1). 

Yes, He preserved everything, and He gave us everything. 
Even His own son. He had left with nothing more valuable after 
giving us His son.., sacrificed the only son for sinners. Thus He 
proved the criteria of love. 

Dear friends, Cross is a memento or sign / symbol of love 
and victory for God our father, and for Satan, it is a sign of his 
defeat. So the cross and the crucified are always irritating to the 
Satan and his followers. If a crucifix is available at your place 
now, look at it. What thought does it generate in you? While 
standing before Taj Mahal, one of the wonders of the world, 
what kind of feeling do you experience? At least while seeing 
the picture of Taj we think about the love Mughal Emperor Shah 
Jahan had for his wife Mumtaz. If we can experience that feeling 
by watching that monument, what kind of feeling, should have 
the crucifix evoked in us when we kneel before it. Let us bow 
our head before the memory of the Holy love of God our Father. 
Look at the crucifix, the Holy Spirit will speak to you from that 
cross. That divine love will flow into you. 
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Several times we have assembled before the monuments 
of martyrs to pay homage keeping two minutes silence. We have 
wished 'Amar rahen' with raising closed fists before the statues 
of patriots. Therefore, let us think that the crucifix before you is 
not a mere statue, but it is the symbol of that 'supreme sacrifice' 
which saved you. Now at this moment the Holy Spirit will help 
you to experience that divine love. Experience it and get healed, 
purified and reformed. Yes it is the flower of blood that 
blossomed at Calvary... Look at this... Shed a drop of tear 
looking at this perpetual monument of divine love of God. Oh 
God, you created me for you.... My soul will not rest until it 
merges with you. Our body and mind are not calm... not serene 
until we submerge in Him. 

The little fish in the sea asks its mother. Where is the Sea? 
The birdie asks its mother bird where is air…? Mother replies, 
you are in it... It surrounds you. 

 God does not consider the period of our ignorance. Now 
we are not in darkness we are the children of freedom. Let us 
pray to the Holy Spirit to help us to live, enjoying the freedom 
that the paternal love has guaranteed us. Let us analyze through 
this insight, to what extend the son of God loved us and at the 
same time let us thank Him for this divine love. 

Be glory and praise to the Holy Eucharist forever and ever, 
Amen. 

 

Effigy (Statue) 
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Let us try to understand the son of God and his love, in the 
light of the basic fact that 'giving is the basis of love.' 

Jesus revealed himself at several occasions: (i) 'One who 
sees me sees my father', (ii)' I reside in my father and Father in 
me', (iii) 'my father and me are one'. Here the truth we see is, 
that the son is what His Father is. Yes, it is undoubtful, 
otherwise the verses in the Bible would have been mismatching. 
If the father is love, so is the son. The love of Father is reflected 
through the son. The refraction and dispersion of sun rays by 
water droplets creates rainbow, likewise the love of God reflects 
through the life giving water, the son. In reality, the colourful 
life of the son is the reflection of the love rays from the father. 
The father and the son are two and one at the same time. We 
shall discuss this thought in another episode later. 

How did the son express father’s love? How did He reflect 
it? In the book of Baruch, chapter 6 verse 70, we see a simile. 
'As an effigy in the garden of cucumber'. What is an effigy that 
is fixed in a garden or on top of a building, under construction? 
The purpose of placing effigies is based on some superstitions. I 
don’t emphasis that side, but want to tell you about the spiritual 
message it conveys. What is the spiritual message in it? We have 
seen everywhere, throughout India, that effigies are fixed before 
new constructions and other enterprises. It is because of the fear 
out of superstition.  

To make an effigy two pieces of wood are placed across in 
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the form of a cross. Once this cross is formed then we give it the 
shape of a man with waste materials. After that a clay pot is 
placed to form the head and face. A long trouser and old shirt 
will make the dress of the effigy. Now the crossed wood has 
become an effigy. Then the workers fix it as per the directions of 
the owner at a place from where it could be visible easily to 
every passerby. The fate of that effigy thereafter is 
unimaginable. If the owner of the building is a big shot (rich) it 
will have to remain there for a shorter period, otherwise it will 
have to remain in the same position for years. 4 months of rain 
and then the hot summer...!  Within a year its hands would have 
been dropped. The head would have been turned sideways due 
to winds. The already old and town shirt and pants would have 
been decayed. By the end of the finishing work of the house the 
effigy would have lost its shape. 

Now the owner is to shift to the new house. All 
preparations for the house warming have been done. He invited 
his friends and relatives personally from far and near. While 
supervising the final touch of the work, the owner happened to 
notice the effigy. It seemed to be a bad omen when his house 
was completed in every respect. It created a feeling of repulsion 
in him. Till the previous day, that effigy was important for him, 
for it protected his house from envious eyes. Today it has 
become an unwanted thing. It stood there without any complaint 
even in rain and sun. Today it does not match the status of the 
owner. 

Till the previous day, that poor effigy was there to protect 
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his bungalow, suffering the rain, wind and the sun without any 
murmuring. But on that day it was a mismatch to his status. He 
ordered the servants and it was thrown into the rubbish to be 
burnt. They forgot the service that effigy had done for the owner 
of the building. He did nothing against the owner, still he was 
discarded. 

 The tree that offers its branch to an axe to be the handle 
knows that its roots shall be cut by the same axe tomorrow. The 
workers put the effigy in fire. The effigy became happy for he 
was eagerly waiting for that appointed day.....! 

Let he who has ears, hear it... Let he, who has wisdom, 
understand it.... "I longed to eat the 'Passover' before undergoing 
the passion. That effigy thought like this... "Within moments  
..... I would be destroyed in fire, and become a little pinch of 
ash, my head will explode... But I would never regret, I am 
happy for I have completed my assignment... While I was 
tolerating the hot sun and cold winter and rain, a beautiful 
bungalow was being raised. Every brick of this building is 
cemented with my tears and prayers. It is built on my life.... So it 
will not be shaken... I am satisfied.. I leave this world after 
providing comfortable place for many to live in... I am 
absolutely gratified.., my life has been fruitful....” With full 
contentment that effigy was changed into a fistful of ash. 

Serpent made of Bronze 

Now, could you envisage the image of an effigy that was 
raised on the top of Calvary for you and me? The effigy that was 
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mercilessly destroyed for the sake of our eternal life…! Snakes 
of fire were sent on earth by God to destroy the people who had 
turned against Moses and God, saying that they were bored with 
eating the useless bread. But, when the people repented and 
prayed through Moses, God told Moses to make a serpent of 
Bronze and raise it in a pole and one who look at this serpent of 
bronze after being bitten by the serpent of fire, shall not die’’ 
(Numbers 21 : 6-8). "Just as Moses raised a serpent of Bronze in 
the Desert to save the life of people who were bitten by the sin, 
the son of man had to be raised to ensure eternal life to the 
people who believed in him’’ (John 3 : 14-15). Look, here is a 
crucifix on the Calvary, for you and me to be saved by looking 
at it. "Those who looked at it were saved” (Wisdom 16:7). 

It was not because of the material that they looked at, but 
it was because of you the savior that they were saved. Yes, it is 
not because of the wooden cross that you see but of the divine 
love that is present in that cross, you are saved. It is a monument 
raised for giving you life. Let us look at that monument 
repenting, and admit that 'Oh God you are my refuge and haven'. 
Let us close our palms and bow our head and get blessed. 

Once I had to visit someone’s house on an urgent piece of 
work, in Wyanad - a hilly district of Kerala. The house was 
locked, so I enquired about them from the neighbors and came 
to know that they were in their farm on top of a hill. As it was 
very urgent task, I decided to go to the hill. It was during a 
winter season. Those who have visited Wyanad in these days 
know the climate there. The land was very steep, covered with 
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thick fog. Piercing cold was intolerable in the wind. The typical 
dripping rain added more to the woeful situation. You could 
hear the roaring of the river far below and trumpet of wild 
elephants from the forest around, totally a terrible atmosphere. 
As my purpose was so important, I went ahead and reached the 
hill top. But I couldn’t see anything due to thick fog. I called 
their name loudly. A little later I heard a reply from a woman. I 
started towards that sound and found a lady standing before me. 
I know her well.  

This sudden meeting was a shock to her, for she was in her 
working dress. She had a sickle in her hand and a stick to 
remove the shrub she clears. She was sweating even in that 
winter because of hard work. She started to cry... Asked me why 
I had gone there to confront her in that state. She continued, 
"My life is like this, I don’t tell anyone. It is futile to tell anyone. 
It is destiny... The fear of God leads me ahead, I can cry here 
aloud... There is no one to hear...” 

 She started removing leaches from her legs that were 
getting fatter and fatter. I was confused, what to tell her. I 
prayed to the Holy Spirit for a moment. He inspired me, to tell 
her the story of 'effigy' as she herself resembled it. So I started 
the story of effigy that sacrificed its life for a family. The life 
that lived, the sufferings that underwent, the story of casting off. 
When I stopped, I saw tears dropping from her eyes. After 
informing her about the purpose of my visit, I took leave of 
her... She was still sobbing, and asked me to remember them in 
my prayer... My dear friends, now after a few years, theirs is a 
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different story. They have three children. Their daughter and her 
husband are in America, another son is an engineer in Singapore 
and the third one and his wife are teachers in North India. Today 
they lead a happy life thanking God for the blessings He 
showered upon them through their children. A seed of wheat 
decays to give life to new crops. The effigy is no more when the 
building is completed... Let us come back. 

 A Substitute 

The Father expressed his love for us by offering us His 
only son, whereas the son loved us by sacrificing His own life. 
You might have heard the story of king 'Shibi' who allowed to 
cut the equal weight of flesh from his thigh in place of a dove, in 
an argument with an eagle who wanted to make the dove its 
prey. Here, Jesus gave himself completely in exchange of you, 
me and the whole mankind, the sinners. He allowed Himself to 
be notched in the argument with the Satan to save us. He 
became the ransom to redeem us. We see the love of Father in 
this act. My dear readers, today there may be someone ready to 
become a martyr if killed within a fraction of a second, that too 
without pain. But if asked to be killed inch by inch, will there be 
any one…? I doubt...!!! A complete silence will be the answer. 

Jesus revealed His love not in fraction of a second, but in a 
life span of 33 years. He was tortured inch by inch. Let us once 
again look at the crucifix. Psalm says: 

- Those who saw him were shocked and baffled. 

- He was deformed and could not be identified 
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- Those who saw me ridiculed 

- They humiliated me with wrong gestures 

- Who met me in the street ran away 

- He was mocked at by people, He was tortured 

- Laughed at and contempted by everyone... Deserted 
by all 

- Although he remained quiet 

- Joints and muscles have been broken 

- My heart has become like wax 

- My palate has been dried as if a burnt tile 

- Tongue has stuck on to the palate 

- I am a worm, not a human being 

- They gave me poison to eat 

- They gave me vinegar when I was thirsty 

- They pierced my limbs 

- My bones could have been numbered 

- I was just like a broken urn 

- I was like spilt water 

- The plough men ploughed on my back 
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- They ploughed long channels 

Why did he suffer all these? “He did not commit any 
crime. No injustice came out of His mouth..... It was God’s will 
that he must undergo this ordeal’’ (Isaiah 53: 9). 

- We lost our path like a herd of sheep. 

- We followed our own ways- destination 

"It was our misery that He bore’’ (Isaiah 53: 4). ''He 
carried our sorrows... He was tormented for our wrongs... The 
agony imposed upon Him was for our salvation. 

Yes, My dear brothers, 

Human love or affection remains in mere exhibition or 
manifestation, whereas Jesus' love for us - love that guarantees 
our salvation, stands atop unquestioned. He loved us, loved us to 
the end. "Behold, how great was his love towards us’’ (1 John 3: 
1). Let us bow before Him and sing silently. 

'You redeemed the world through the cross. 

We prostrate ourselves to worship Your Holy Feet'. 

 We have seen that God the father’s affection and eternal 
love are revealed through Jesus Christ. If giving is the yardstick 
of love, was there anything left with Jesus except His life? Let 
us meditate.... 

"Then, the soldiers broke the heels of the thieves who 
were crucified along with Jesus; They did not break the heels of 
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Jesus as He had already died. Nevertheless, one of the soldiers 
struck a spear at his chest, suddenly blood and water came out of 
that wound’’ (John 19: 32- 37). 

Interpretation of these verses has already been given in the 
first episode 'Nombaram'      [Misery]. However a short analysis 
would be helpful to those who have not read the first episode. If 
a drop of blood is left in the body of a human being or animal 
after death it is in its heart. You can confirm it in a slaughter 
house. 

 A Pelican bird split open its own breast and offers the last 
drop of blood to its chicks and then die. Likewise Jesus allowed 
his heart to be pierced and shed the last drop of blood for us, the 
last drop of life giving blood...!! When the blood was over, there 
came the drops of water as a sign that no more blood was left. 
Famous ethnologists of the church give another explanation to it. 
The life giving drops of water from his heart are the seven 
sacraments- 'The streams of God’s blessings’! 

Another description that comes to mind is that God sealed 
a covenant with Noah after the great flood by saying that there 
will be no more flood which would wipe out living beings from 
the earth (Genesis 9 : 11). God who punished the world with 
water and flood opened the threshold of salvation with the life 
giving water that He shed from Jesus' heart. Glory and praise to 
you God, my Savior !! 

Let us croon these lines meditatively: 

The Spirit of Jesus - Sanctify me 
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The Body of Jesus - Save and retrieve me 

The Blood of Jesus -  exhilarate me 

The Water of Jesus' heart - Cleanse me constantly  

Yes, dear friends, He gave us not only His life and cross 
but also His blood after His death. Not only that, the last drop of 
water in His body too, nothing he held back. 

Well, let us see what remains after one’s death. We know, 
the body and soul separate in the process of death. Therefore it 
may be said that he gave us His body and soul. 

Let us first subject the Holy Body to our meditation. 

 

The Supreme Sacrifice (Maha Bali) 

 
              Dear friends, we never feel tired of living with true 

companions, on the other hand love to be together for longer 
period. I shall not call you servants anymore, because servants 
do not know what their master is about. Instead I have called 
you friends, since I have made known to you everything I 
learned from my Father (John 15:15). Attendant is a rank, but 
friend is a higher rank in the order. To human understanding, a 
man of 33 years old might have longed to live longer. My 
sister lost her husband in the dawn of their married life due to 
illness. When the youngest sister tried to console her, she 
replied, "We still longed to see each other". 

        Yes, who longed to live more, who wished to see longer 
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and who loved to be with furthermore, established the 
'Supreme Sacrifice'- 'The Holy Eucharist', to reside among us 
forever. He gives us his body and blood regularly through this 
sacrament. Oh! Jesus, come, let us abide in each other. 

Well, what is meant by this euphemistic use of Maba Bali 
? 'Mahabali' is the name of a popular king, of Kerala in 
mythology. The word meaning of 'Maha Bali' is 'supreme 
sacrifice'. In the myth, Mahabali the king solicited Lord Vishnu 
to accord him permission to visit his people once in a year, 
which he was granted. Onam is celebrated in Kerala to receive 
their great king Mahabali. 

Here, Jesus who consecrated the 'Maha Bali' (Supreme 
Sacrifice) begged His father’s consent to remain and dwell 
among us even after his death. So he gave His body and blood in 
the form of Holy Communion to be with us forever. He gave us 
Himself to be nibbled and eaten. When do we nibble some one? 
Once I heard a mother saying 'my sweet heart, may I nibble and 
eat you’ while watching her little son playing mirthfully in the 
courtyard. One's feeling of nibbling someone is the acme of his 
innocent love for him. Yes, this innocent love happens in the 
Holy Mass. We shall discuss this elaborately in another episode 
'Patheyam'. 

Next, what remains after death is soul or spirit. Did Jesus 
give us this? Yes... Once I visited a middle aged man who was 
suffering from cancer. He was disappointed as he could not 
complete his responsibilities. It reflected in his words. He told 
me that he wanted to die only after his youngest daughter's 
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marriage. He was bothered about the future of his daughter. 
Those words were from the innocent loving heart of a father. 

One who told us, "I shall not leave you alone or 
abandoned’’ could not leave us stray.  He wanted to handover us 
not to someone but to a person who was trustworthy. So Jesus 
told his disciples. "You must not leave Jerusalem, wait for the 
promise you got from the Father through me’’ (Acts 1: 4).When 
the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
And suddenly out of the sky came a sound like a strong rushing 
wind and it filled the whole                 
tongues as if of fire which parted and came to rest upon each 
one of them.(Acts 2 : 1-2) 
         Yes, when they were in prayer along with His mother, He 

sent His Spirit, His assurance, on them. He gave His soul, not 
keeping it back.  Another important thing one would leave 
after death is perhaps his or her mother. Every One’s 
attachment to his mother is very strong. Jesus saw his mother 
and his most loved disciple standing near the cross and told 
His mother, "Woman, here is your son”, and to His disciple, 
"Here is your mother" (John 19: 26). Mother’s warmness and 
care makes an infant comfortable after its birth. Every 
Christian has a rebirth at the cross in Calvary. There we have a 
mother. He gave us His mother to take care of us and bring us 
up in God’s love. She takes care of us and keenly protects us 
as a mother hen keeps its chicks under its wings. Let us receive 
her in our homes as John did. 

Was there anything left with Him? Yes, there were a 
number of authorities he received from His father. He gave us 
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those authorities too. What were those authorities? 

(i) The authority over evil spirits: "These sins will be 
with those who believe in me. They shall drive out demons in 
my name" (Mark 16:17.) "Behold, I give unto you power to 
tread on serpents and over all the power of the enemy and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you’’ Luke 10: 19. 

(ii) Authority to forgive: For those whose sins you 
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they 
are retained."He gave us this authority too. Was there anything 
still left? 

Yes... His powers, powers to heal the ill and perform 
miracles. He did not withhold these powers and gave them to us 
selflessly. Still there was scope for him to express his abundant 
love. He gave us his life, his being, his soul, body and blood, His 
mother, authority and powers. The final wish He had was that he 
wanted us to be where He is. We have seen the same thing 
around us. 

 When children go abroad in search of job, they cherish a 
dream in their heart that after having settled there, they would 
surely take their loving parents along with them to provide them 
with a comfortable life, for the parents have sacrificed their 
whole life for the sake of children. They want their parents to be 
with them. Let me note; the mind set is changing today! 

"Let not your heart agonized, believe in God, as well as in 
me. There is enough room in my Father’s adobe otherwise I 
would not have told you that I am going to prepare place for 
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you.  After I have gone and prepared a place for you, I shall 
come again and take you to me, so that where I am, you also 
may be (John 14: 1-3). This is something which he has left to do 
for us - He has promised that too!! 

The solicitor or interceder 

If we go through the verses in the Bible we shall come 
across another privilege. Jesus Christ has given us to prove 
God’s never ending love. "Who will carry out our judgment?  

Jesus Christ, who is risen after death and who solicits for 
us from the right hand of God the father’’ (Romans 8: 34). Yes, 
dear friends, this is the final thing he intends to do for us. He has 
promised to solicit on behalf of us before God. He will intercede 
in order to favor us. If anybody happens to commit a sin, we 
have an interceder at our father’s, the rightful Jesus" (1 John 2: 
1). ''We have only one God, and there is only one interceder 
between God and man, the son of God, Jesus Christ". 

Yes, He is our solicitor, our ransom. What has He left to 
grant us? What has He left to do for us? "He loved the people on 
the earth, whom he owned. He loved them to the end". (John 13: 
1). "Behold, how great is his love for us’’ (1 John 3: 1). We are 
just like little fish in the sea that insists its mother. "Mom, this is 
just water, I want to see the ocean’’. Listen to its mother’s reply, 
''You have to rise above the water level to see the ocean; you are 
unable to do it, as well as dangerous. You are in the ocean, just 
realize it, that’s enough’’. Another example also gives the same 
message; the little birdie demands her mother to show her the 
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wind and Mother replies. “You can’t see the wind as you can’t 
withstand it, your little wings are not capable of it. You fly 
because of this air and wind; you live in it, this realization will 
give you enough satisfaction". 

Our childishness prevents us from realizing the truth that 
we experience throughout our life. "He is not far from anyone of 
us because we live in Him, we exist in Him. We are His 
children". (Acts: 17:28). We are encompassed with God’s love, 
not realizing this fact we insist on rising above God; that is 
childishness, and the same time dangerous... Only greater things 
can contain minor things! Let us pray to God to kindle our 
insight to experience, the grace of God that surrounds us for we 
abide in Him, our persistence is in Him and we continue to be in 
Him. 

We have gone through the bitterness of possessive human 
love so we are unable to understand and acknowledge the true 
love of God. God welcomes one who betrayed him by kissing on 
the cheeks and kisses his feet to reveal us the difference of His 
love. We thank, Oh God...! 

He not only owned His people by washing their feet but 
pays everything to protect them. That is why, He said to those 
soldiers who approached him in the garden of Getsamen," If you 
are seeking for me, let these go their way" (John 18 : 8). Yes, He 
did not wash His hands and discard us like Pontius Pilot; 
instead, He washed our feet and retrieved us to set us free. 

The poet sang: 
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"I couldn’t realize yet  

The feast of love so great’’ 

Let us humbly and respectfully admit that: 

"God is the truth that I ignored so far...! 

God is the love that I missed out too far...! 

God is the word that I eluded so far.... 

Oh God, I admit that, I'm too late to know you...’’ 

Therefore, let us add this couplet: 

“I return to you... My Lord... I return to you..., 

 Consciously I return to Thy feet”.  

God, who never takes into account the era of ignorance, 
comes to the last step down below to welcome us. He never 
shuts the door at our face. "The father saw him from a distance, 
his heart was melt, he ran towards him and embraced, kissed on 
his cheeks and welcomed him’’. (Luke 15: 20). Oh! God, we see 
the depth, of your love for us, your affinity and affection 
towards your children... The greatness and fullness of maternal 
love... Thank you, Oh! Lord... Praise to God, the father. 

Glory and praise be to the Holy Eucharist forever and 
ever, Amen. 

Dear friends, we now enter the concluding but at the same 
time most important part of this episode 'Agape' - God’s love. 
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Why are we unable to experience the Holy love of the merciful 
Father? The Satan may choke you with some confusing 
thoughts. So let us ensure safety from him by blocking his paths. 

PART IV 
 Why can’t we experience God’s love completely ? 

 

Seed and the farmer 

 

 Firstly, small things can’t contain bigger things 
completely.  God is the creator, and we are His creations, so the 
greater thing contains the smaller ones. The creator can contain 
his creation, but not the other way. 

 Well, we shall now meditate deeply with the grace of 
Holy Spirit. We read (have already read several times) about the 
seed and the farmer in the Gospel of St. Luke, Chapter 8 verses 
4 onwards. Note the fifth verse: “The farmer set out to sow’’ 
Who is the farmer? Where does a farmer sow the seeds? It is in 
the field. In Mathew 13: 19. We read, “Sown in his heart’’ Here 
human heart is the field. Therefore, Jesus said, “You raise your 
eyes and look at the field’’ (John 4: 35). If it was the normal 
field, there would not have the need of raising the eyes, but 
needed to look downward. To see the heart of man, one has to 
raise his eyes. So, no doubt, He meant the human heart by field, 
now what is the seed? "Seed is the word of God'' (Luke 8: 10) 

. In short, the farmer is God, seed is the word of God and 
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the field is human heart....Let us meditate more deeply: "How, 
sweet is your words to me’’ (Psalm 119: 103). God’s teachings 
are His words. Further, what is His word? The word dwelt 
among us in the form of flesh’’ (John 1: 14). So, Jesus is the 
word of God in the form of a man. He is God. "He is the true 
God and eternal life'' (1 John 5:20). This true God is love, God is 
love" (1 John 4: 8). Therefore, God the farmer sowed the seeds 
of love. 

We may picturise God, in our mind, as a careless farmer 
who spills the seed on the way, and scatter here and there. We 
may think of him as a native farmer who sow the seed without 
evaluating the soil. But, dear friends the Holy Spirit reveals two 
divine truths to us here. 

 Firstly, he allows the seeds to be spilt on the way and fall 
here and there because of the abundance of seed He possesses. 
He will never run out of the stock even if He spreads the seed 
without measurement or spills it carelessly. His store house is 
filled with the seeds of love. In nutshell, he is rich in love. 

 Secondly, he sows the seed without testing the quality, 
depth and type of soil. They fell on the path, on the rock and in 
the fertile soil in the same way. Yes it is written because he 
loves all fields (human hearts) in the same degree, with the same 
intensity. The seed 'fell'-and is not 'sown'. If we say that He sow 
the seed, we have to admit that he sowed in all the four places in 
the same way. One thing is true that He sows His love in all the 
hearts uninterruptedly and impartially without measurement. He 
is rich in love. He is the embodiment of love. He is the farmer 
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who sows the seed of love, everywhere at any time. He sows the 
seeds of love in the hearts of you and me without examining the 
worthiness of our hearts. These seeds are free to fall anywhere 
for they are the seeds of love. Then He rightfully waits for these 
seeds to sprout and produce good yield.  

When we go further, it becomes more vivid. The quality of 
soil affects the crop. The quality of the seed was same. It was 
sown from the same basket, but the variation in the harvest is 
due to the variation in the reaction to the seeds by different 
fields. Defect is that of the field only. Let us see, the places 
where the seeds fell; “Some fell on the road side” (Luke 5: 8) 
.What happened to it? In (Psalm 1: 1) we see three words, evil, 
sinner and the ridiculed in the same verse. In Mathew 13: 19 it is 
said, "The evil came and took away the seeds. Birds ate them 
and the people walked over them" (Luke 8: 5). In another place 
mark writes, "The devil removed the seeds". We can understand 
without further explanation that the devil can never tolerate 
God’s love to root deeply in human hearts. Here the birds also 
represent devil. 

 Now, let us analyze the words of Luke, 'the pedestrians 
walked over them’. The footpath, as you know, is always very 
hard as a number of people pass through it every day. So this 
hardness of our hearts points at the stiffness we have gained due 
to the bitter experiences from the people we confronted in the 
course of our life. Many people have walked over us 
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mercilessly, the limitation.. The avoidance... All these bitter 
experiences have made us so hard. All those, who came into our 
lives, have contributed a lot to harden our hearts... It can be you 
and me. It can be the people around you. They have frozen 
hearts as a result of the miserable and bitter experiences they 
faced from the people they trusted in. Kick or hit by the people 
is very dangerous, whether it is from one’s father, mother, any 
relative or anyone else from the society. It has a destructive 
power; we are familiar with these two words; 'Creative 
Criticism' and 'Destructive Criticism'. 

When we analyze the mind of a person with a hardened 
heart, we learn that he/she has become so as an impact of the 
destructive influence of the people around him or her. He is tired 
of this life. Numbness has been crept into his life. He hasn’t 
become so himself, but he has been made so. We have heard 
news of people dying in stampede at some places of pilgrimage 
like Mecca / Medina and Hardwar. Yes, dear friends the hit or 
kick is always dangerous and destructive! 

Well now if you look at the fields by the side of the 
footpaths, one thing you will realize. The soil on the path and in 
the field is the same, equally fertile, of the same colour. Only 
one difference is there. The soil on the path is hardened by the 
thrust of feet by pedestrians but the soil in the field is very soft 
and wet for it is timely ploughed and drilled. If we plough and 
break the hard blocks of soil into dust this footpath will also 
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yield tremendously, i.e.; 30, 60 and even 100 fold. 

Fertile Field 

My elder sister, a few years ago, used to keep silk worms 
commercially. The silk worm when it reaches its maturity begins 
to produce saliva of silk. At this time, the worms are shifted to 
specially prepared trays colloquially called 'Chandrika'. Here 
these worms start to build a cocoon. The worms remain in it in a 
dormant state. Here what we have to think over is that the worm 
in the cocoon does not get light, so it cannot feel the passing of 
the day and night because the cocoon is very hard. 

 In the same way our sisters and brothers who are inactive 
in their cocoons weaved of bitter experiences from others, find it 
difficult to understand the divine love of God. Their attitudes 
and approach are indifferent. What light...?, what God....? And 
what love? They are unable to find meaning in these. But after a 
certain period of time the worm in the cocoon is transformed 
into a beautiful butterfly. That breaks the cocoon and comes out 
mirthfully. 

 Yes, these hard cocoons are our problem, the cocoons of 
our life experiences. Only after coming out of the cocoon the 
butterfly realizes that the sun was there in the past too giving me 
its light, But I couldn’t experience it. The defect is mine and not 
God’s. "You must not harden your heart.... If you want to 
identify His sound today’’ (Hebrew 4: 7). My dear sisters and 
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brothers, well, Let us listen to His words now... Let us heed to 
his call today... May the Holy Spirit strengthen us... 

Well, the second place where the seeds were fallen is on 
the rock. "Some of the seeds fell on rock’’ (Luke 8:6). One who 
has seen the mountain terrain knows this fact. On rocks there is 
a thin layer of soil here and there. So the seed just stick to this 
thin soil and sprouts soon, but it does not last too long as its 
roots cannot go deeper. In Botany we have studied that sun light 
is as essential as water and manure for a plant to grow. But in 
this parable we see that the plants get dried when the sum 
shined, for their roots were not deeply rooted for want of thick 
soil. 

 Same is the case with human hearts. The seeds of love 
sprout very soon but the miseries and painful experiences burn 
these plants down. The mind which is not sound makes noise 
and creates confusion but a sound mind remains silent and 
produce good harvest. Let us go a little back.  The seeds that fell 
on the footpath did not sprout at all but the seeds fell on the rock 
just shoot up for a shorter period. It is the second stage. In result 
both are fruitless.  

There were two pots in the courtyard of a house. One was 
straight in its position whereas the other one was leaned 
sideways. The one, which was straight, was filled with water in 
the rain but only a little water could enter the other pot and dries 
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up in the next day's sun. It is not the fault of rain, but.... meditate 
this... Chirapunchi and Mausinram in Meghalaya are the places 
which receive highest rainfall in India. As per statistics it is 
about 1080 cm rain. But, the wells in these places are mostly 
dry. Because there is a thick deposit of coal below the thin outer 
layer of soil here. The shallow soul and heart can receive only a 
little and that too remains for a short period. We have seen the 
fate of superficial 'give and take' of human love. If it is the case 
of human love, imagine about God’s love. 

“Some of the seeds fell among thorny bushes’’ (Luke 8: 
7). This is the third type of land where the seeds fell. One of the 
best botanical gardens is located at Ooty in Nilgiris. There are 
about 2800 varieties of roses in this garden. The Holy Spirit 
gave me an insight when I visited this garden. These beautiful 
roses are prepared by budding shoots taken from good roses on 
wild rose plant. These buds begin to grow within eight days. 
Then the gardener cut off all the buds of wild plant if otherwise, 
the bud that was joined to the wild plant will not grow, instead 
the wild rose will grow faster.  That means the wild plant bloom 
beautiful flowers when its buds are totally removed. 

 The Scripture says, "Thorny bushes suppressed the 
sprouted seeds’’. As in the case of roses, if the seeds of love that 
are sowed in the human hearts want to yield a better harvest, one 
must cut off miseries of life, wealth, extravagance(Luke 8 : 14), 
affluence, desire for wine, worries of life (Luke 21 : 34), lust, 
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greedy eye and pride (1 John 2 : 16). We must cut off and throw 
them away otherwise these thrones will not allow the little 
sapling of love to grow in our hearts. As a coconut tree does not 
grow in the shade of another tree, the seed of love will not yield 
anything under the thrones of our desires. Let us pray to the 
Holy Spirit to grant us the strength to cut all the thorns of our 
desires ......................, and for His grace to withstand the pain 
that results in this process. Here, let us remember one more 
verse from John 15: 2, "He cuts of the branches that do not give 
fruits and trim those branches which bear fruits to yield -more. 

30 : 60 and 100 fold harvest 

Fourth and final sort of land the seeds fell was good soil. 
What are the characteristics of good soil? Firstly, it is ploughed 
and smoothed. Secondly, it is fertile and all weeds and thrones 
have been removed and well prepared. How did this soil become 
in this state. It suffered the pain silently while it was ploughed 
and blocks of soul were broken… Received all the experiences 
with positive attitude. "I must drink the cup that my father has 
given me’.’ John 18: 11. The soil, that accepted everything good 
and bad from the hands of God without questioning and 
murmuring produced 30: 60 and 100 fold harvest. If we look at 
this arithmetic 30% shows failure in our view, because 40% is 
the pass mark everywhere. But, before God one who produces 
30% also is equal to the one who has 100%. Oh! God how great 
is your love... One who joined the work at the eleventh hour also 
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gets the same wages... God, we thank you for your never ending 
blessings. 

Dear friends, the fault is not that of the farmer, the defect 
is not that of the seed... but the problem is with our attitude. My 
dear sisters and brothers, it is high time that we realized the 
truth. We must not distrust and hesitate. We must not be sceptic. 
The fault is ours. Even now the Satan may approach you with 
confusing questions. He may quote The Scriptures... because he 
tried to trap Jesus in the same way:- 

- Why did Lazarus, Loved by Jesus, die of illness? 
Luke: 11 : 3. 

- Why did Jesus withdraw when he heard the news of 
the arrest of John the Baptist, if he had loved him? Why did he 
not save him? 

- He, who searched for the coin and the lamb 
everywhere did not call back his prodigal son when he left the 
father, why? Luke: 15 

- Why did Jesus use the whip in the temple? He could 
have used loving and sweet words instead of lashes? John 2: 15. 

- Why do we have, the rich and the poor in our society? 

- If his hands are not shortened to save us, why you and 
I are not saved, why can’t we get salvation? 
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- Why is your God reluctant to take care of you? 

When the Satan tries to trap with thousands of questions 
like these, don’t think as Eve did: 'It might be right!' My dear 
friends, there are theological and philosophical answers to these 
questions - but all that cannot be contained in this single 
episode. The Holy Spirit will give us answers at right time. 
Prayer is the only way. Let us pray together. 

Prayer 

The almighty loving God, the Father, Creator of the 
universe, we praise you. Jesus, the son who revealed us the 
richness of fathers' love through our life, we adore.  Along with 
all the saints we thank the Holy Spirit who helped us to 
experience the length, width, depth and height of God’s love. 
Our proud attitude and the pretence of knowing everything 
about God have been changed and You gave us new insight and 
vision.  

Who else can measure the length of your love which 
addresses Judas scariot, a friend, who betrayed you with a kiss? 
Who can measure the depth of Your maternal love that eagerly 
awaited preparing bread and fish for the disciples who deserted 
You; You called them 'Your children'. You never used Your 
skills selfishly but You used them for the sake of the public, 
selflessly. 

 Who else can measure the width of your love which 
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provided sufficient bread to a large group who were hungry for 
three days? You could have transformed the stones into bread 
when You felt hungry after 40 days of fast but You did not do 
that. You did not ask a single question to the woman caught and 
brought by the mob for adultery. The crowd wanted to kill her 
but you did let her go and live. If we meditate one step further, 
you did not call her prostitute, though she was accused of 
adultery but you addressed her 'woman' the same respectful 
word you used to address your own mother. Who can decide the 
height of your love...! It’s amazing! Your love is incredible....! 
Thanks Jesus...! Glory Jesus...! 

Peter could not imagine of a God washing his feet, so tried 
to stop him from doing so. We too have turned away doubting 
and astonished of your humility and wonderful love. O! God, 
have mercy on us. We thank you for removing the wrong 
perception we had of the Almighty God. We, under the 
influence of selfish love, have tried to get away with the baskets 
of miracles, your favors. It is because of that, that our life boat is 
trapped in the whirlpool in the sea. Lord, you had walked on the 
water, now kindly come to us to save us from sinking. Give us 
the grace to approach you and live in harmony with you. Bless 
us to accept the donor not the donations. We have been 
complaining about our demands that had not been fulfilled. But, 
strengthen us to realize and thank for those gifts and blessings of 
yours that you have showered upon us without our request. 
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O! Jesus, now I understand this. I am the one who 
betrayed you and whom you addressed as 'Your friend'. I am 
that Peter who denied you. You trusted me and handed over the 
keys not withstanding my unworthiness. I realize that I am Mary 
of Magdalene, I am the one whom you addressed 'Woman' 
respectfully. I realize this too that I am thief to whom you 
promised the Paradise of salvation. I praise and glorify you, my 
Lord. I fully understand that I have no other way, but to love 
you completely because you loved me unconditionally and you 
have owned me as I am, with all my faults and short comings. 
We remember the words of St. Francis Assisi 'I can’t help 
crying, when I realize the kindness of God’! 

Oh! Jesus, all your body parts were broken for my sake. 
Now you have no body to be broken, other than mine. You were 
for me, so now I am for you. I bow and humble my heart before 
you my Lord. You made yourself available on the cross for us to 
remember You when we see the crucifix, You came to us as 'the 
word of God' to be in our hearts when we hear it and you gave 
us Your body and blood in the form of the Holy Eucharist to be 
with us till the end of the world. Bless us to build a permanent 
strong house on the rock of deep and sound experiences of God's 
love instead of building our mansions on the delicate sands of 
high emotions. Bless us to get deep rooted in God’s Love 
(Ephesus 3 : 17) We thank You for, teaching us that the Good 
Friday, the Cross and the Tomb  are not the end of life, but the 
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beginning of a resurrected life. “He protects me from the front 
and the rear, his hands are above me. This fact surprises me... 
This is so great and above my understanding’’ (Psalm 139:9). 
Yes, ''God’s love encompasses one who seeks shelter in Him’’ 
(Psalm 32:10). 

Oh! Holy Mother, who carried God’s love in heart and 
womb, pray for us to be the carriers of God’s love in our life. 
Oh! St. Joseph, the foster father of the embodiment of God’s 
words, pray for us. St. Alphonsa, who was melted in the flames 
of God’s love even in acute pain solicit for us. 

We thank all saints and angels for interceding for us in 
these hours. Let us pray and bow before our Lord...be the Glory, 
Praise and Adoration to the Holy Eucharist for ever and ever, 
Amen. 

Conclusion 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, I dedicate 'Agape' the 
Second episode of the Evangelization Series 'Vachanaprabha' 
to you and the Holy Church. Only the second episode ends here, 
there are eighteen such episodes waiting for you .I earnestly 
request your prayer for me to present those episodes with prayer 
and the blessings of Holy Spirit. I personally express my sincere 
gratitude to all those who helped me through prayers for this 
programme till date. I beg and expect the same in the future too. 
If the two episodes of this series 'Nombaram' and 'Agape' have 



93 

 

been beneficial to you in some or other way, I request your co- 
operation to help others to get benefitted of this. You too can 
become direct participants in the evangelization, the primary 
duty of a Christian. Moreover, this ministry opens a way for 
God’s blessings to your coming generations. Also, whatever you 
do in this regard is a helping hand towards taking care of poor 
patients who are unable to afford the expense of their 
medication. 'What you have done for the needy, is done for me', 
the reward of God’s words awaits you. I thank God for all this 
graces - always. 

I am very glad to know that a large number of people all 
over the world have been benefited and experienced peace of 
mind through Vachanaprabha website. May the name of God be 
glorified through this humble Endeavour. May this effort bring 
the experience of salvation to everybody’s life. Once again my 
thanks to all. At this moment, I remember all my Rev. 
Ecclesiastical authorities with gratitude. I pray and dedicate each 
and every one of us before God, the Almighty for his graceful 
blessings... 

                                                          With heartfelt 
prayers, 

                                                     Your brother 
in Jesus 

                            Jose 
Nadackal. 



94 

 

 
 

Praise the Lord 
 
 
 

My Address:  
Joseph .N.J.  Nadackal House,   
Pullurampara p.o, 
Thiruvambady, Kozhikode (dt.)  
Kerala. South India.  pin.673603. 
Phone: Resi: 04952276800.     Mob:  0091 9745919328 
E-mail:      vachanaprabha@gmail.com 
Website:     www. vachanaprabha.org. 
(If you wish to support me in this venture please send your 
valuable contribution in the address given below:) 
 

 

N.J. JOSEPH 

STATE BANK OF TRAVANCORE, THIRUVAMPADY      

BANK - A/C. No: 67003942215. 
 
IFSC- CODE - SBT OOOO296 
 
- 



95 

 

AGAPE          When the little fish in the sea insists its mother to 
show the sea, not the water, the mother fish replies," You have 
to rise above the water to see the ocean.....It is impossible for 
you and also dangerous. The ocean surrounds you...just realize 
that truth...that's enough and more". While the little birdie 
demanding forcefully to show it the air, its mother pacifies,"O! 
My child, you can't see the air or wind, your delicate wings can't 
withstand its force.....this air helps you to fly....this air contains 
you.... that knowledge will satisfy you". For those people who 
search for the 'truth' that encompasses them this 'little key'- 
'Agape' provides an experience of opening the doorway into the 
vast and endless world of God's love. 

 A unique style of presentation.... the simplicity of 
language... these characteristics lead the reader through a 
pilgrimage of the experience of Divine love-AGAPE.... Finally, 
the reader encounters and owns the acme of God's love that has 
been there in him throughout his life. It gives you an opportunity 
to plough and smooth the 'terra firma' of your heart for the seeds 
of God's words to produce a hundred fold harvests....!!! 

 

 'God is the truth that I ignored so far..... 

 God is the love that I missed out too far.... 

 God is the word that I eluded so far... 

 Oh! God, I admit that I'm too late to know you...!’ 
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